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Introduction

Introduction
The research producing the information in this narrative has largely been conducted from using
facilities of the internet, but with added particulars, including hearsay advices, provided by relatives
(especially by dedicated researchers Helen MacDonald, Anne Mayoh and Patrick Carracher to
whom many thanks) and by other kind informants. Omissions and other mistakes are our
responsibility.
In this latest version, it has been possible with the considerable input from those mentioned above,
to add more particulars, verify some earlier inferences and more importantly remove mistakes and
conjectures now disproved. Much of more detailed information remains within records maintained
by the aforesaid researchers.
In recent years genealogical research has given rise to many flourishing businesses (“Ancestry” et
al), but we have as far as possible eschewed use of such commercial sites. Otherwise, we cannot
however be less than delighted by the information and facilities provided by the National Library
of Australia with the newspaper archive site at Trove: http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper.
It has not been possible to touch on every root of items of information obtained, but some of the
major sources are footnoted.
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

To provide a structure to these and to this narrative, we have identified most of the listed persons
with an alphabetical letter within each generation:
Generation:

Zero (0)

This comprises the generation of Eileen Thompson (née Farrell)
and her siblings,(as well as spouses, and various cousins, mostly
based within Victoria).

Generation:

-1

This includes the parents of Eileen etc: Henry and Evaline Farrell, as
well as their siblings (children of Samuel and Marianne and of John
and Sarah Noble) and spouses.

Generation:

-2

The generation of Henry’s parents: Samuel Smith Farrell and
Marianne Farrell (née Ince), and those of Evaline: John Noble and
Sarah Ann Noble (née Eales).

Generation:

-3

This next previous generation (and prior) comprises those who had
been born, had lived and/or died in Ireland or Britain.

Later generations (+1 etc) have been little recorded in this narrative. Since most are
contemporaries, it would be unwise for us to give a discursive description of these!
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An outline of the generations contributing to Eileen Thompson’s ancestry is shown. This stops short
of the next earlier level (-4). Although we have some tenuous information of level -3 parents, this
is insufficient to include in the flow-chart.

The emphasis of this history has been directed to the activities and circumstances of our
antecedents, in order to acquire a flavour of the times and of the personalities—this interests us
more than just a tree showing dates of births, marriages and deaths (which are nevertheless
important in providing structure).
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SECTION ONE - GENERATION (0)
Children of Henry Ince Farrell and Evaline Farrell

Henry Ince Farrell and Evaline Farrell (see Section Two) came from Geelong in Victoria and
produced three children born in Victoria and one, Eileen Farrell, in Bunbury, Western Australia.
The children are profiled below in descending age order, starting with the sad story of Tom.
0. A.

Thomas Ince Farrell
Born:

23rd December 1886, at Geelong, Victoria

Died:

c. 2nd May 1915, at Gallipoli (killed in action)

Occupation:

Farmer

Status:

Single

Tom grew up first in Nhill, Victoria and then in Bunbury, Western Australia to which town his father,
Henry Ince Farrell (-1. A. qv in Section Two) had moved to further his career as a land surveyor.
In 1903, the family moved to live in South Perth but, in his late teens and presumably following the
end of schooling, Tom was recorded as a farmer at Three-Mile Gully, Darkan, Western Australia.
He is listed as a “rate-payer” in Darkan in 1906 (at age 19) but this may have been a ploy by his
father who was intending to move or was in the process of moving to Darkan. It is recorded that 800
acres of land (“Location 1837, ring-barked, no cultivation”) could have belonged to Tom.
Adjacent neighbours were the Sheridans, the father being
a former banker in Queensland, switching to become a
farmer. The family was related to Richard Brinsley
Sheridan the playwright. Tom was friendly with the second
of the sons, Keith Sheridan (see below) and both Keith and
he were “prominent” players in the Three-Mile Gully
football team. Then they both enlisted in the AIF on the
same day in 1914.
A neighbouring family, the Quills, had arrived in 1908 from
Victoria and comprised a widow and eight children, five of
them girls. One of these, Victoria (“Queenie”), told Helen
MacDonald that Tom was “going with” her sister, until the
sister moved to Collie. Tom went to the Quills for
weekends and took Queenie’s sisters to local dances on
Saturday nights in a wagon and two horses. Queenie was
11 and a chaperone! Tom was tall and reputedly
handsome and Queenie's sister was envied by the other
girls.

Thomas Ince Farrell
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Tom, having enlisted in the AIF on 22nd September 1914, embarked from Melbourne on 22nd
December 1914, and then was sent to Gallipoli on 12th April 1915. He was reported as having been
killed in action a week after landing, on 2nd May 1915 at Popes Hill, Gallipoli, but his parents were
not advised until about September 1917 (after repeated requests for information, as evidenced by
the item shown below published in the Western Australian Sunday Times on15th April 1917). His
body was never found.

Further information of the enquiries made by his
parents are recorded in his Service Record at:
http://mappingouranzacs.naa.gov.au/file-view.html
?b=3549176&s=B2455&c=FARRELL%20T%20I
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Mary Sheridan (née Farrell)
Born:

26th February 1888, at Nhill, Victoria

Died:

8th March 1979, in Melbourne

Occupation:

Secretary

Status:

Married c. 1916 to Keith Sheridan, later separated, no issue

For the early upbringing of Mary, Alice and Eileen and their schooling, please see further down (from
page 17) in this Section in the description of Eileen’s life. Although Mary must have lived, with her
mother and sisters in Perth from 1903 (after leaving Bunbury), we assume that Mary later moved
to the property near Darkan, purchased by her father and brother Tom, at some time after
1906—possibly some years later but certainly before 1914. The property was at Three Mile Gully
about 12 miles south of Darkan, spanning the Darkan Road to close-by Duranillin.
Also living there at 3-Mile Gully, as a neighbour was Keith Sheridan1,
part of a family which apparently was related by descent to Richard
Brinsley Sheridan, the playwright. Keith was also a farmer and
obviously a friend of the Farrells. The year 1914 was eventful for
him. First as a result of bush-fires in the district, his house was
burned down. Then both Tom and he enlisted on the same day in
1914 (and acquiring consecutive Regimental Numbers). A month
after enlistment, on 28th October 1914 at St John’s Church in Perth,
he married Mary who presumably had been living in the Darkan
household at that time and had first met Keith there. The Marriage
Notice in the West Australian recorded that Mary was the daughter
of “Mr. And Mrs. H. I. Farrell (late of South Perth)”, possibly indicating
that both Henry and Evaline had left the Perth address occupied
since 1903.
Keith became a machine-gunner but was wounded at Gallipoli on 2nd
May 1915 (same day as Tom died) with a shrapnel-shattered thumb,
Mary (Farrell) Sheridan
and was discharged and sent back to Western Australia (July 1915).
On 17th May 1916 he re-enlisted for service overseas, at which time
he gave his next-of-kin as “WIFE Mary Sheridan C/o West Australian Newspaper Office, Perth WA”.
He served in England and France, sustaining a gunshot wound to the knee in France, and
eventually was discharged in 1920, having risen from Private to Lieutenant.2 Keith was known as
“Doe”.
It is unknown to us when Mary took up her post with “The West Australian” or how that occupation
fitted in with residence at Darkan but we are told (by Graeme Thompson) that she became the
secretary to the founder and proprietor, Sir John Winthrop Hackett, who as mentioned below in
Section Two was or had been acquainted with Mary’s father, Henry. At that time it was unusual for
women to work, and even more unusual for them to stay working outside the home after they

1

Born at Fortitude Valley, Brisbane, Queensland, in 1887/8.

2

See service record at http://naa12.naa.gov.au/scripts/ItemDetail.asp?M=0&B=8081899
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married. But this was wartime and perhaps with her husband away, she had returned to Perth for
the duration.
A snippet found: in her out-of-office hours, Mary's hobby was carving furniture.
As also recorded below, a contemporary comment included: “It is said that [Henry] Farrell had a very
active mind, and when working could rattle away on any subject. His daughter inherited this trait
and it is said that, while watching tennis, she could be deep in conversation with a friend and still
be able to simultaneously give the score on three separate courts.”
It must have been distressing for her when, in her 20s, half of her face became permanently
paralysed.
The marriage to Keith ran into trouble: they had no children and Mary apparently continued to live
in Perth for her office job. After the war, Keith was provided with some land at Darkan (on Capercup
Road) under a soldier settlement scheme so he presumably farmed there—Graeme Thompson
recalled Mary describing how primitive the living conditions were, and there is a record of her having
been living at Darken in 1925. A comment from the district was that Mary could “talk the hind leg
off a dog, like her father.” But eventually Mary and Keith separated, Keith deserting Mary in about
1935 by which time Mary had probably left the district anyway, reportedly moving to Lakeside
(outskirts of Perth) at some time in the 1930s, so it may have been the other way around.
He moved in with a widow, Mrs Ruby Fewster (née Horley), on a neighbouring farm, Moodiarrup
(about 10 miles south of the Farrells at Duranillin) she having inherited the property, one of the
oldest in the district. Keith had been managing there after Mrs Fewster's husband had committed
suicide in 1930 (beaten by economic conditions). He is also recorded as having been appointed
chairman of the West Arthur Roads Board in 1930 and served in that
post until 1934.3 In Western Australia, the State was divided into road
districts, and the Wellington district in which Darkan and its environs
lay became, partly, the West Arthur Roads Board, and eventually the
West Arthur Shire Council.
More information concerning the Sheridans is contained in the book
“West of the Arthur” by John Bird (ISBN 0 7316 8718 3), in which this
picture is shown, and it contains the following extract (p. 273):
“James Macreay Sheridan had been in the banking industry,
in Queensland, prior to farming at Duranillin. He had two
sons, Keith and Brinsley deGuey Sheridan (‘Nod’) who both
farmed in the area for some time. Keith, who married Mary
Farrell, took up land west of the home farm after serving in
the First World War. During the Second World War, Captain
Keith Sheridan was in charge of the Voluntary Defence
Forces at Moodiarrup.4
Keith Sheridan

3

“Darkan Early Days” by Ida Spencer. See also photo on p. 369 and entry on p. 421 of “West of the

Arthur”.
4

The Sheridans had come to Darkan/Duranillin in about 1910 and had camped on the Farrells' land, before
taking up their own selection.
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Keith eventually died on 11th April 1952 at age 63 and was buried in Darkan cemetery, he apparently
having lived at Darkan/Duranillin/Moodiarrup from 1910 except when on war service.
Richard Thompson recalls that Mary for several years ran a local library at Claremont, a suburb of
Perth, and later moved to Melbourne where she managed an accommodation centre for doctors at
the Melbourne St Vincent’s Hospital.
She ultimately moved to a retirement home, "Old Colonists' Homes" (Rushall Park in North Fitzroy)5
in Melbourne.
After Mary moved there (some time after her sister Alice went to live there) she behaved badly,
slipping anonymous poison pen letters under Alice's door which caused much upset. The story is
that Mary Anne, as she was known, had been jealous of Alice for a long time, believing that
whenever she brought home boyfriends when the sisters were young they always fell for Alice
instead. In her old age, she seems to have become a little (or more) eccentric.
Mary died there in 1979.

5

The village comprising the Old Colonists Homes was established as a charity by some of Victoria’s
founding fathers in 1869, mainly then to provide accommodation for poor and retired actors. Cottages built then are still in
use today by couples and single people, managed by a not-for-profit organisation, the Old Colonists’ Association of Victoria.
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Alice Burrowes (née Farrell)
Born:

26th October 1891, at Nhill, Victoria

Died:

14th February 1975, in Melbourne

Occupation:

Sales assistant/clerk at Myers in Melbourne

Status:

Married on 20th March 1912 to Archibald (Mick”) J Burrowes, 5 children:
Patricia (Pat) Joan born 29th December 1912, Helen Veronica born 28th
September 1915, Robert (Bob) born 17th February 1918, and twins Thomas
(Tom) and James (Jim) born 29th March 1923.

Alice had what must have been a life of much sadness and tough economic circumstances. Even
in 1928 when her mother was dying, she apparently could not afford the fare from Melbourne to
Perth to see her.6
After living with and helping her mother in South Perth (see from page 17), Alice met Archibald
“Mick” Burrowes in a settlement about 100 miles ENE of Perth, called variously Nungarin /
Nongarran / Noongarran / Noongarrin. Her parents had sent her there on a three months' holiday
to forget an older suitor. Mick was young and clever and Alice became infatuated with him. She
later said that she was 'frivolous' and should never have become engaged. Her sister Mary always
told her, rather spitefully, she was so useless she'd need to catch a husband to support her.
Mick Burrowes lived and was a farmer at “Malvern”, Nungarin and Alice, although a town girl joined
Mick there on their marriage in 1912 (the wedding notice stating Alice to be the second daughter
of “Mr. And Mrs. H J. [sic] Farrell of South Perth”, suggesting perhaps that Henry was still officially
living there). Mick tried to sign up for the war in 1918 but didn't pass the medical test. Alice's friends
from South Perth days found him a job surveying in an insurance office, where he worked for some
years but resigned when he wasn't given an expected salary rise. He didn't find work for some time
afterwards and the family lived on what little capital they had.
Mick's brother Les had joined up early in the war (10th Light Horse
Brigade) and served in Gallipoli and in France, becoming a Corporal.
He was mentioned in Despatches, having also been injured,
apparently three times, and was affected by shell-shock (PTSD). On
Leslie's return from the war and after Alice and Mick had moved
temporarily back to Perth, Mick and family, brother Les and their
father Archibald moved to another farm, in Balingup, south-east of
Bunbury - “in the driest part of the Perth plateau.” It was a Soldier
Settlement farm, allocated to Les (Les is mentioned in The Bunbury
Herald, on 20th December 1921, as a new member of the Balingup
RSL branch). Les is still fondly remembered by nephew Jim (see
below).

Alice (Farrell) Burrowes

6

Alice also had her children Pat, Bob and Helen, with her but found
it lonely in Balingup, which experienced hot and fly-blown summers
and cold winters. She nailed all of the cottage floorboards in herself.
There was no female companionship and her husband and his

Most of the information of Alice emanates from grand-daughter Helen McDonald (née Hawthorne).
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father fought constantly. The arrival of occasional travellers provided a break. They would stop for
a meal and shelter at the farmhouse. They would be served 'canned dog and disinfectant' (bully
beef and tomato sauce) and would play their mouth organs. There would be laughter and stories
in the house then. Alice always loved music and had been taught during school-days to play the
piano. Sadly, it is recorded (Western Mail, 4th March 1920) that Alice gave birth to a daughter who
was stillborn.
The farm work became too much and the family gave it up. In 1921, Mick, Alice and their then three
children (plus Mick’s father) moved to Melbourne where his family lived. They hoped that Mick
would find work there. They subsequently changed accommodation and address several times and
it was in Melbourne that the twins, Tom and Jim, were born.
Mick did not find work. The government would not employ him since his heart did not pass the
medical. Alice thought he was content not to work. Instead he poured his energies into Christian
Science, spending most days at the meeting place and writing papers for them—a studious man.
After three years, at the age of 13, daughter Pat, their eldest child, had to leave school because
Mick was not working. Alice’s sister Eileen paid for her to have typing and shorthand lessons so that
she could support the family. She obtained a job at the Commercial Travellers' Association, working
there all day and at night and on weekends embroidering for her boss's wife but paid only a pittance.
Gradually the other children also had to leave school to support the family. Unhelpfully, their father
told them that Christ, not they, were providing. He occasionally found casual jobs, even at the
wharves which can't have been good for his heart condition. But that didn't feed a poverty-stricken
family of seven.
Alice and the children Bob and Helen had wanted Mick to be asked to leave the family home, but
this didn't happen.7 Loving daughter Pat was distressed that the family looked like splitting up.
Mick died during the war. After seeing Jim off to the war in 1942, he died at the family gate.
During the war two sons and one daughter of Mick and Alice died:
Bob was in the Citizens Military Forces (becoming a sergeant) from before war outbreak,
upon which his unit was sent to Rabaul in New Guinea but was captured by the Japanese
and with other P.o.W.s, in total about a thousand, was placed aboard the “Montevideo Maru”
prison ship to be taken to Hainan. It seems the ship was not marked or signed as a
non-belligerent vessel and was torpedoed by a U.S. submarine. All died. Reported missing
on 20th April 1942, Bob was officially presumed dead on 1st July 1942. The sinking is
regarded as the worst maritime disaster for Australia.
Tom was a wireless air-gunner during WWII, but was lost on his first flight, in a Beaufort
bomber over Rabaul, New Guinea on 14th (or 23rd) December 1943.
Helen married Albert Hurren but died in about 1945 in child-birth (the baby also dying).
Jim also served in the forces, coincidently in Rabaul, and was a coastwatch wireless signaller in the
overlooking Baining Mountains. He was part of the “M Special Unit of the Allied Intelligence
Bureau”, which provided the American and Australian navies with essential information of the

7

According to Graeme Thompson, Jim confided in him (during a holiday with the Thompsons in about 1939)
that his father was indeed asked by Alice, doubtless reluctantly, to leave the family home (at Middle Park, a suburb of
Melbourne) during the 1930s because he was unemployed and the household could not afford his upkeep.
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Japanese forces’ movements prior to the decisive battle of the Coral Sea. US Admiral Halsey said
“The Coastwatchers saved Guadalcanal, and Guadalcanal saved the South Pacific.”
Jim
fortunately survived (and happily still survives).
Jim’s only remaining sibling, Pat, married (Doug Hawthorne) and one of whose two children is Helen
Macdonald who has helped so much in supplying us with genealogical information.

At some stage Alice took up a sales post at Myers store in Melbourne. For some while, she stayed
with her daughter Pat and family at 26 Scott Street, Caulfield House (Melbourne) and eventually
moved to a retirement home "Old Colonists' Homes" (Rushall Park in North Fitzroy) in Melbourne,
joined there some time later, but not without some attendant acrimony, caused by her sister Mary
(qv above). Alice died there in 1975.
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Section One

Eileen Thompson (née Farrell)
Born:

11th December 1893, at Bunbury, Western Australia

Died:

27th October 1971, at East Malvern, Melbourne

Occupation:

Typist, prior to marriage

Status:

Married in West Perth on 20th October 1925, to Fred Thompson
Four children: Graeme, William, Richard and Hugh

Eileen is remembered fondly by her surviving children—the very best mother we could have. Born
in Bunbury, she attended Bunbury Infants’ School (receiving a 2nd class Good Conduct Prize in
1898!) and then Bunbury State School, with her elder siblings.
In 1903, the family moved to Perth with apparently Eileen, her mother
and her sisters remained living there when her father Henry, with son
Tom, subsequently moved to the bush at Darkan.
The Electoral Roll of 1906 shows that her mother Evaline was living
at Mend Street, South Perth. No other members of the family are
listed as being there, but of course none of the children would have
qualified, but in any case it seems clear that Tom was at Darkan with
his father whilst the girls were all with their mother in Perth.

Eileen (Farrell) Thompson

All of the three sisters, Mary, Alice and Eileen, were pupils of a locally
well-known music teacher, Miss Ada Willetts (Mrs A G Curthoys), in
Perth from at least 1904. In June of that year, they performed on the
piano in a concert and were awarded prizes a) for most marked
improvement: Mary - Senior and Alice - Junior, b) for Harmony and
theory: Mary - Senior and Eileen (not yet 11 years old) - preparatory,
and c) for Sight-reading: Alice - Intermediate. In August 1905,
another concert was held, Mary and Alice were there and received
prizes but there is no record of Eileen’s presence on that occasion.

In September 1904, Mary played a portion of Beethoven’s Pathetique Sonata at a competition
organised by the Perth Branch of the ANA (Australian Natives Association) and was selected for the
final held later in October (result unknown). Then in June 1905, Mary passed a Musical Knowledge
Examination in Perth under the auspices of Trinity College London, achieving Intermediate Honours.
So it is clear the three sisters all had a musical (piano) education whilst living in South Perth. It
seems that Mary did not go to live with her father at Darkan/Duranillin (where she met and eventually
married Keith Sheridan) when he moved there in or about 1906, until some years later. It may be
seen from the footnote no. 24 on page 37 and the picture shown on the next page, that at some time
in 1905 (probably8), the four children went on a holiday to Eastern Australia, Tom, Mary and Alice
being photographed with some of the Huttons in Geelong, and Eileen apparently, according to
Richard Thompson, visiting Launceston, there seeing her uncle, Samuel Farrell who was a local
bank manager. Since she would have then been only about 12 years old, we assume she travelled
with her mother, Evaline.
8

It may have been 1906, following receipt of news of John Noble’s death in July of that year.
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Tom, Mary and Alice Farrell with some of the Hutton family, probably in
Geelong in about 1905 (Eileen Farrell may then have been in Launceston),
the siblings apparently all on holiday from Perth/Bunbury/Darkan.

Section One
Eileen attended St George’s High
School (part of a group of C of E
churches called Sisters of the
Church) in Perth until at least
December 1908 (when she was
15), then receiving prizes for
Geography and for French at the
prize-giving ceremony. “E Farrell”
is also listed as a pupil of the
school participating in an
entertainment “A Masque of
Empire” held on 19th September
1911, so she may still have been at
the school at nearly age 18. Also
Richard Thompson says that from
about age 13 (approximately 1906)
she took a post as a governess and
possibly being occupied with this
for some years.

Eileen became employed by the
Queensland Insurance Company
as a typist or secretary. In her out-of-work hours she was a keen participant in amateur dramatics,
mainly light operas: appearing in “The Pirates of Penzance” July 1919, “The Arcadians” November
1922, and doubtless several others. She also dabbled as an artist in water-colours, and as a good
pianist, after her marriage, many times provided musical accompaniment for Fred when he used to
sing at private after-dinner parties and the like. She was also handy at needlework, specialising in
producing dolls’ clothes.
In Perth, she was a member of the first Woman’s Cricket Club and of the Perth Tennis Club (where
she met Fred, who was the Club’s treasurer). She also played golf.
Prior to meeting Fred Thompson and probably at around the time of the outbreak of WWI, Eileen
was engaged to a man who was subsequently killed in the Great War.9 This may explain why she
eventually married at a relatively mature age of 31. Fred Thompson had escaped the rigours and
dangers of military service due to being rejected as medically unfit (from flat feet).
In 1925, the Electoral Roll shows both Eileen (typist) and her mother Evaline (home duties) living
at “Riverview”, 32 Mount Street, West Perth. Following Eileen’s marriage that year to Fred, they all
moved to 100 Hammersley Road, Subiaco, Perth, this followed by:
(i)

birth of Graeme Hamilton on 10th September 1926;

(ii)

death of Evaline on 25th March 1928;

(iii)

birth of William Ince on 31st March 1929.

9
Eileen never spoke of this to her children. However when in hospital prior to her death, Pat (Burrowes)
Hawthorne, her niece, was sitting with her one day, with Eileen’s son Richard on the other side of the bed. Eileen opened
her eyes and said 'Oh Bronty, I'm so glad you've come'. Pat explained to Richard that he had been Eileen's fiancé, killed
in the war. This is as Helen MacDonald has noted the episode (but unsure that “Bronty” was the exact name Eileen uttered).
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Then in 1930 the family moved to above the National Bank premises in Fremantle where Fred had
been appointed manager. There then followed:
(iv)

birth of Richard John on 28th December 1931;

(v)

birth of Hugh Malcolm on 17th April 1934.

Later in 1934 or early 1935, the family moved to 28 Alexandra
Road, East Fremantle until 1938 when with Fred’s transfer to the
Launceston (Tasmania) bank branch, they all moved to
10 Richards Avenue, East Launceston.
In 1946, the family then moved to 23 Lord Street in Hobart
(another bank transfer), staying there until Fred’s retirement from
the bank (and the last of the children, Hugh, completing secondary
school education) in 1950/1951, when they moved to 61 Beaver
Street, East Malvern in Melbourne.10

Eileen and son Richard

The Thompson siblings (from front:
Hugh, Richard, William, and Graeme,
with cousin Tom Burrowes - in
Launceston c. 1939

One of Eileen’s watercolour landscapes (Lesleyanne Hawthorne)

10

For about a year prior to moving to Beaver Street, the family resided temporarily at a house in Toorak
Road, Melbourne, lent to them by the friend and owner (Stanley Wreford) whilst the Wrefords were on extended tour abroad.
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For some reason unknown, whilst the offspring were still children, Eileen took them on annual
holidays (to Coles Bay, Boat Harbour and elsewhere) unaccompanied by Fred, who instead took his
holidays alone, usually in Melbourne.
Subsequently and after none of the children were remaining in the parental home, Fred and Eileen
moved to 31 Belson Street, East Malvern. Fred died at home from a heart-attack on 1st September
1969, Eileen living on her own at the same address until she also died, following illness—pancreatic
cancer—on 27th October 1971.
All her sons remembered/remember their mother as always an active and tireless worker, not just
in coping with the care of four sons (and husband) but in undertaking much charity work, such as
during WWII, and keeping up the social round as befitted the local bank manager’s wife. Nephew
Jim Burrowes also remembers her as “a lovely adorable auntie (so different from nasty Mary!) who
looked after us a lot with Dad out of work, paying for Pat to learn secretarial work, taking us to
Launceston for holidays ...”. In later life as household chores became less of a burden as children
were departing the nest, she also returned to painting in water-colours, she being quite gifted in
depicting Australian rural scenes.

Eileen and Fred’s children (circa 1941): Bill, Hugh, Graeme and Dick
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SECTION TWO - GENERATION -1
Henry Ince Farrell and Evaline (Noble) Farrell, parents of Eileen Farrell.

-1. A

Henry Ince Farrell
Born:

11th March 1858, at Geelong, Victoria

Died:

26th June 1918, at Collie, Western Australia

Occupation:

Land surveyor and Land Agent

Status:

Married Evaline on 29th December 1885 in Geelong, 4 children: Thomas Ince
(Tom), Mary, Alice & Eileen

Henry Ince Farrell was the third son of Samuel and Marianne and was born in Geelong, raised at
the residence in Stanhope Place (cnr Addis Street), Geelong, attending Geelong College from 1868
to 1871 (brother-in-law George Hutton was one of two first schoolmasters there). In 1878, it was
reported in the Geelong Advertiser (15th January) that “Mr Harry Farrell”—as it seems he was
known— passed an examination for the position of an assistant surveyor.
After marriage to Evaline, son Thomas
was born in Geelong on 23rd December
1886, and they all lived at the town of
Nhill (central Victoria), where from 1885
Henry practised as a land surveyor, with
Tom H Turner.
It was at Nhill that both daughters, Mary
(1888) and Alice (1891) were born.
Based in Nhill, where he apparently had
a farm with fruit trees and grape vines,
Henry surveyed properties in areas in
the Wimmera: Netherby (1887),
Broughton (1890), Tarranginnie and
other towns west of Nhill.
He took part in local civic affairs, was
active as a Freemason, and took on
various official roles: on the Western
Vermin Board (for control of rabbits)
and a member of the Nhill Irrigation
League.
Nevertheless in 1880, he showed a
yearning to move to Western Australia,
by applying for employment at a time
when parts of the north-west of WA had
Henry I Farrell, as a young man - from Helen MacDonald (restored been thrown open for selection, but
digitally)
nothing came of this.
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In December 1890, his grape-vines and other crops were apparently severely damaged by a
grasshopper plague, an event which may have prompted the subsequent and eventual move to WA.
A report in "The Australian Surveyor", Vol. 44 No. 2,
1999, on the latter included the following:
“In 1885, Tom H took Henry Ince Farrell as a
partner in his surveying practice. Farrell was
well known to Turner and had been employed
by him in the Benalla district for nearly two
years from 1877. Tom H Turner also became
an investor in land, buying and selling
Allotments in many of the Government
Townships he surveyed on the Wimmera
plains, generally where water was obtainable.
In Nhill, a subdivision by him of fifteen acres
forms part of the main residential area. The
Streets carry Turner family names, including
Langford, Leahy, Rockley, Russell and
Woodward.

Henry Farrell (and friend), in costume for amateur
theatricals, probably at Nhill (from Helen MacDonald).

“By 1889, contract survey work in the West
Wimmera was insufficient for two Surveyors
and Turner moved to Horsham. In 1892, Tom
H Turner and his partner, Henry Ince Farrell
determined that there was no longer enough
work to warrant a Surveyor remaining in Nhill
and the partnership was dissolved. Farrell went
to Western Australia to investigate surveying
possibilities at Bunbury with Tom H Turner’s
brother, George Russell Turner,11 who was a
government Contract Surveyor.”

So Henry, Evaline and family went to Bunbury in Western Australia in 1892. Youngest daughter,
Eileen, was born in Bunbury on 11th December 1893. The children when old enough, all attended
Bunbury state/infants school.
In March 1893, Henry commenced a partnership: Farrell, Moore and Co, in business in Victoria
Street as “Surveyors, Auctioneers, Land Commission and General Agents”.
Eventually the family moved to a house in White Road (overlooking the estuary), so-called because
the road was built over limestone, but it has now been renamed.
Below on the next page, is an extract from the Bunbury Herald of 16th February 1899, which refers
to the house “recently” built for Henry in White Road, and approving the material used - Collie
granite. The building still stands (at now 137 Stirling Street) and indeed the present owners have
lovingly restored the property to its original glory: “We have exposed the granite & red bricks around
the windows. The granite is still in perfect condition. Inside we have exposed all the timbers & the
original doors remain.”

11

George Turner subsequently returned to Victoria, dying in 1908 at East Melbourne, and Henry was one
of the executors of his Will.
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Henry apparently prospered as a surveyor and, as the
local Land Agent, some of his reports were mentioned
in “The West Australian”, the last being in early 1899.
He seemed to fit in well with the local community, was a
Freemason in a local Lodge, and became the Hon Sec
of the Bunbury Vine & Fruit Growers’ Association, inter
alia contributing a lengthy paper in the Bunbury Herald
on 23rd August 1893 on the subject of gardening and
how to go about it.
He also was appointed as Town Clerk in October 1897
of Bunbury, then with a population of about 3,000, but
this post brought him considerable rancour and difficulty
stemming from the local politics and enmity within the
Bunbury Council. He was vilified by two in particular,
Cllrs Prosser and Brashaw, who complained of Henry’s
salary and poor performance as Land Surveyor, Prosser
also having felt a portion of his own land had been
unfairly removed from his ownership through surveying negligence. In August 1899 a motion was
put to the Council to remove Henry as Town Clerk. The motion was not proceeded with but Henry
resigned anyway on 5th September 1899 effective 30th November 1899 from the posts of town clerk,
town surveyor and secretary to the board of health.
He still appeared to have been held in high regard in the community and remained as the local
surveyor. In 1900, he became President of the Mechanics’ Institute. He seems also to have been
acquainted with J W Hackett and was present (sole member of the public) when that gentleman was
elected by the Western Australian Legislative Council unopposed as representative for the South
West Province. Sir (1911) John Winthrop Hackett12 was also the Editor of the West Australian
newspaper and at some stage employed Henry’s daughter Mary (qv) as a secretary.
In October 1902 Henry was engaged by the Western Australian government as a staff surveyor, so
in 1903 (29th June), the whole family departed from Bunbury to take up residence in Perth.13 There
was an official send-off held in the Council Chambers and this was reported at length and in glowing
terms in the Bunbury Herald (the editor of which, G W Keith, was a close acquaintance). It was
attended by what seems to have been all of the local worthies: Mayor, Councillors (not Prosser),
Resident Magistrate etc.
As shown in the advertisement on the next page, Henry disposed of the household furniture
including the piano. Presumably he intended to re-equip when settled in Perth, with a replacement
piano perhaps being a priority in view of the use his three daughters would be making of it.
There is some evidence that Henry lived in or stayed in Perth from 1903 to 1905 at the least: he sent
a letter to the Editor of the “The West Australian” published on 19th January 1905, from Perth.

12

Sir John’s own son, same name, came to even greater prominence as General Sir John Winthrop Hackett

during WWII.
13

They escaped from the Plague! Reported on a WA historical website: “On April 23rd 1903 the Norwegian
ship Langard dropped anchor off Bunbury and it was discovered that she was carrying bubonic plague. A quarantine station
was eventually set up but reports indicate that several people died before the disease had run its course.”
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Nevertheless, in or prior to 1906, Henry purchased
land (presumably additional to the 800 acres in his
son’s name) near Darkan, which lies “along a bush
track” about 80 miles inland from Bunbury, and at
some stage moved there, the property being named
Stanhope, presumably commemorating his parents’
home at Stanhope Place in Geelong. The property,
of 32 acres (Wellington Location 4570) was in an area
called Three Mile Gully, a creek flowing from the west
to the Lower Arthur River, the property being near the
confluence with the Arthur, situated on both sides of
the Darkan/Duranillin Road. “The Farrells lived by
the river” according to a contemporary observer.
Close-by Duranillin was a small settlement which
became a town-site, surveyed by Henry, after the
railway arrived in about 1916.
The following extract comes from page 172 of the
book “West of the Arthur” by John Bird (ISBN 0 7316
8718 3):
“A prominent Government surveyor of the time
was Henry Farrell who marked a large number
of blocks in the area, even as late as 1912, by
which time practically all the land had been
surveyed. It is said that Farrell had a very
active mind, and when working could rattle
away on any subject. His daughter [Mary]
inherited this trait and it is said that, while
watching tennis, she could be deep in
conversation with a friend and still be able to
simultaneously give the score on three
separate courts.14
“Farrell took up several blocks of land in the
three mile gully region and lived near the river in his house which he called ‘Buckingham
Palace’. The land selected was all river flats, and with the clay close to the surface it was
of limited value until the introduction of the Yarloop strain of subterranean clover, which
thrived under these conditions. As a tribute to his surveying work in the area, Farrell Street
in Duranillin was named after Henry Farrell.”15
It may be that the Darkan property was bought by or bought for his son Tom, because the list of
Darkan rate-payers in 1906 shows the name of “FARRELL, T. L.”16 [sic]. Alternatively Henry’s own
purchase may have been after the 1906 rate-payers’ list had been assembled.

14

This emanated from Jack Quill, the Quill family being neighbours in the area.

15

This is a short stretch of the Darkan Road South, between Ewing and Willams Streets.

16

“Darkan’s Early Days” by Ida Spencer
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Continuing his vocation as a
Government surveyor, Henry
apparently also became a farmer, this
possibly in partnership with the
Sheridan family (see Mary Sheridan,
née Farrell) and his son Tom. The
closeness of the Farrell and the
Sheridan families may be assumed
by a local newspaper entry quoted on
p. 299 of “West of the Arthur”:
“In October 1914, the
‘laughing jackasses’ made
their appearance at
‘Stanhope’ (Sheridan’s) 12
miles south of Darkan.”

Stanhope was of course Henry
Farrell’s property but from that
comment, the Sheridans appear to
Map of surveyed land at Three Mile Gully
have been neighbours if not fellowoccupiers. Similarly, from p. 258 of
“West of the Arthur”, it is said that in 1912 a travelling correspondent commented:
“- Sheridan, Farrell and O’Connell Bros., 12 miles from Darkan, and only a few years at it ...
great strides in clearing cultivation.”
At page 259 of the book, it mentions:
“In June 1910, meetings were held at the Sheridan and Farrell homes, ...”
It is unclear how many of the Farrell family moved to Three Mile Gully with Henry. Son Tom certainly
did and was a farmer there until his enlistment, with Keith Sheridan, in 1914. Mary also seems to
have lived there, possibly after she had finished with schooling (aged 18 in 1906), where she must
have met her eventual husband Keith Sheridan.
Evaline, however may not have gone there because in the Electoral Roll for 1906, her name is
shown (and not Henry’s) with the address of Mend Street, in South Perth. One assumes that Eileen
and probably Alice also were with her there—one reason for this may have been the need for
schooling which would not have been available at Darkan/Duranillin. There is no record that she
ever lived at Three-Mile Gully.
A local historian17 in Darkan has this to say:
Henry Farrell was a respected surveyor of the early 1900s and surveyed the township of
Duranillin when the rail line was put through from Wagin in 1916. He continued to serve in
the Moodiarrup and Duranillin districts for many years, opening up the land for new settlers.
He served on the West Arthur Road Board and served as secretary for a short period of
time. He was active in the community and his name appears in many local projects but I am

17

As advised to us by e-mail by the Customer Service Officer (Teleah Higgie) of the Shire of West Arthur.
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not sure when he actually arrived in the district but I think he may well have been [there]
before the railway came through to Darkan in 1906.
His brother Tom [this should have read “son”] was killed in WW1. Henry was reputed to
have called the home which he built "Buckingham Palace".
...
James Macreay Sheridan was in the banking industry in Queensland before taking up land
in Duranillin. He became Secretary of the Road Board in 1912. He had two sons one of
whom married Mary Farrell. The other son remained a bachelor. Wm. served in WW1 and
there exists a photo of Captain[18] Keith Sheridan in the Roads Board Office. He served in
the home guard in WW2.
As members of the Darkan Community the three families played an important part in its
development.
As recorded elsewhere, son Tom enlisted in the army in 1914, and was killed at Gallipoli in 1915.
At this time, his parents remained separated (physically if not matrimonially), since they individually
enquired after their son’s whereabouts and well-being, not being told until 1917 of his fate (see
above in Section One).
It seems that Henry was living alone, or at least without any of his family, at Stanhope, Darkan, the
Electoral Roll in 1916 showing no other Farrell at that address.
He may also have been in poor shape. It is mentioned that when Alice and Mick Burrowes were
married in Perth in 1912, the service was held in early morning (9.00 or 9.30) “which was the only
time they could rely on her father to be sober apparently.”19 The subsequent loss of his son must
have weighed heavily upon him. He died on 26th June 1918 in the Government Hospital at Collie
(nearby main town) at age 60. The cause of death is recorded as “Cirrhosis of Liver | Cardiac
Failure”.
The Death Notice in the Collie Mail (6th July 1918) said of him:
“Well known and highly respected; brief illness, educated at Geelong College; surveyor
under tuition of Mr Tom Turner; landed in WA 1892, practised in South-Western and Great
Southern towns and districts; few years ago moved to Darkan for pastoral pursuits; funeral
28 June; chief mourner Mr A. J. Burrowes.”
“A J Burrowes”, Alice’s husband presumably was named as the chief mourner from being the only
male close relative.
The Bunbury Herald (3rd July 1918) records “Mr. H. I. Farrell (the well known surveyor)” as one of
six “well known Collie people” who had died at about the same time, indicating perhaps that Henry
had been living at Collie for some time preceding his death.

18

In fact, the photo shows him as Lieutenant (two pips); his promotion to Captain seems to have been when
he was with the Volunteer Home Defence Corps during WWII.
19

This and the following two quotations on this page emanated from Helen MacDonald.
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Another report says:
“Jack Spencer, an elderly resident of the area, remembers Henry as an old gentleman who
rode his bicycle to the Darkan shop for provisions. Evaline and the children, he said, were
not in the district. Henry was a tall man, who seemed well-educated. Jack’s aunt Queenie
Quill says Henry was tall, grey-haired, took very long strides, was very popular and well-liked
by his neighbours.”
His death was also recorded in the Melbourne Argus on Monday 1st July 1918, with a Death Notice
submitted presumably by one of his siblings (eg Ince Farrell):
“On 26th [? illegible] June, at Western Australia, Henry Ince Farrell, third son of late S. S. and
M. A. Farrell, Stanhope place, Geelong.”
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Evaline Farrell (née Noble)
Born:

15th September 1858 (at half-past midnight), at 1 Barwon Avenue, Geelong,
Victoria

Died:

25th March 1928, in Subiaco, Western Australia

Occupation:

Unknown but probably home duties

Status:

Married Henry on 29th December 1885, 4 children: Thomas Ince (Tom), Mary,
Alice & Eileen
Evaline was from part Irish (father, John
Noble, qv at page 67) and part English
(mother, Sarah Ann Eales, qv at page 77)
stock. There is little known of her upbringing
and subsequent adult life.
However,
although born in Geelong, she, with her
siblings, apparently accompanied her parents
when they travelled abroad to Europe and
possibly USA also (see the description of her
father John Noble, from page 72).
For instance, she was with them in Derby,
England at age 13, the 1871 England
Census showing the whole family, her
parents and their nine children living at
No. 10 North Parade, North Derby (again,
see page 72). Evaline may have had a
peripatetic childhood! However, the family
eventually returned to Geelong in 1875,
Evaline then 17, and she presumably then
followed a more settled life-style.

Evaline (Noble) Farrell

She married Henry Farrell in Geelong in
1885. Henry had in fact already moved to
live at Nhill and she then found herself
having to follow her husband there (although
apparently returning to Geelong again for the
birth of Tom in 1886). And then to Bunbury,
as mentioned above in the description of
Henry Farrell’s life, and later to Perth.

Evaline may have demurred at moving to Darkan when Henry (and Tom) acquired land and set up
home there. It is likely that she remained in Perth with her daughters, or the two youngest, and she
was certainly there in 1906 (Electoral Roll in 1906 shows Evaline residing at Mend Street, South
Perth). Her husband’s name did not appear, so it may be assumed he had already left to take up
residence at Darkan. Mend Street was also called and is now Mends Street, which is a short road
at a promontory of the river (Swan) and also near the Perth zoo. These days it is up-market with
trendy restaurants and the like and it leads to the river-side esplanade.
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When her daughter Alice married Mick Burrowes on 20th March 1912, Alice’s parents were recorded
as “Mr. & Mrs. H. J. [sic] Farrell, of South Perth”, so presumably still at Mend Street. The marriage
notice for daughter Mary to Keith Sheridan on 28th October 1914 however showed “Mr. and Mrs. H.
I. Farrell (late of South Perth)”, indicating perhaps that they had moved residence and/or gone
separate ways.
Further evidence of her whereabouts comes from the AIF service record of her son Tom:
c. 5th May 1916

Letter to Private Farrell from Evaline, returned to 44 Hope Street,
Geelong (then to C/o Miss ? (illegible), 14(?) Williams Road (?),
Windsor (Melbourne)

Her father John Noble spent his last days (died in 1906) at Hope Street, presumably No. 44
and the property may have been kept on by his widow, Sarah or by one or more of his
children. Evaline’s sister, Lillias, lived in Windsor, not in Williams Road but at nearby 48
Lewisham Road.
26th June 1916

1 Sydenham Street, Moonee Ponds (Melbourne)—“on holiday”
This was “Adaline”, the home of her sister Ada Noble/Eales who had
married Alfred Warner Eales (see page 80)

16th April 1917

Still at Moonee Ponds address

17th January 1918

16 Ord Street, West Perth

8th August 1918

“formerly 1 Sydenham Street, Moonee Ponds, now at 22 May Street,
West Perth”

15th May 1920

50 Colin Street, West Perth (until 18th June 1920, latest known)

28th September 1922 32 Mount Street, Perth.
It is unknown whether she was joined by Eileen at any of these addresses, except that Eileen was
staying at “Riverview”, 32 Mount Street at the time of her marriage in 1925. Evaline then
accompanied and stayed with Fred and Eileen who moved to 100 Hammersley Road, Subiaco (a
Perth suburb). She died there on 25th March 1928.

Version 7, @ July 2018

Page: 29

The Farrell Family

Section Two

Eileen, Mary, Alice and Evaline, circa 1911 (thanks to Lesleyanne Hawthorne)

Version 7, @ July 2018

Page: 30

The Farrell Family

Section Three

SECTION THREE - GENERATION -2 (AND -1)
Paternal grandparents of Eileen Farrell: Samuel Smith Farrell, Mary Anne “Marianne” (Ince)
Farrell, and their children.

-2. A

Samuel Smith Farrell
Born:

26th May 1826, in Dublin (baptised on 16th June 1826 at St Werburgh’s
Church)

Died:

6th August 1895, at Geelong West

Occupation:

Customs House Agent

Status:

Married Mary Anne Ince, on 20th August 1849 at St Peter’s Church in Dublin,
9 children: Henry Ince (see above at page 21) and 8 further children itemised
below.

Arrived in Oz: In 1850 at Melbourne, travelling up country to the Campaspe area and then
to Geelong
Samuel Smith Farrell’s father was Michael Farrell and his mother Jane Plummer. He apparently
lived for some time at 23 Heytesbury Street in Dublin, although we cannot trace this in street
directories.20

Transcript of a character assessment (assassination ?) apparently supplied to Samuel Farrell
at his request, in 1864. Source: Richard Thompson
An estimate of the character of S. S. Farrell Esq.
Sir,
You have a well formed head in the intellectual qualities all the faculties are
well developed, and you would have had no difficulty in making yourself a man of
ability in many avocations. You would have excelled at the Bar, as you have Language,
energy and dignity, combined with observation and memory. You are a man of sceptical
critical and jealous turn, and will suffer no liberty to be taken with you; in fact
you are remarkably aristocratic and high minded, and feel your superiority over men
of your rank, and must be in a place of authority to feel in your element. You are
a man of determined firmness, and are obstinate and most decided, but you are too
cautious and doubtful, and very hard of belief, and have not enterprise to equal your
pride and ambition. You are the last man in a hundred to flatter others, and will not
suffer either false compliment or censure with impunity. You have superior practical
talent, admirably fitted for a place of trust and for the management of business, and
have talent for mathematics and also for classics, and you have ability to acquire and
to express a large amount of knowledge. Keen sarcastic and hypercritical and very
stately and determined, yet irritable and impatient and sometimes blunt and rather
severe. Not a warm but a firm friend, and few will gain access to your sympathy.
September 1864, By A.S.Hamilton.

20

The Pettigrew & Oulton Dublin Directory of 1845, does not show “Heytesbury Street”, which was renamed
somewhat later, from the southern end of Bride Street (New), in recognition of Lord Heytesbury who had become Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland in 1844. There is no mention of S S Farrell as resident there.
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Following the deaths of his parents (both in 1848) and after his marriage in Dublin to Mary Anne
Ince, the couple travelled to Australia in 1850 in the SS Rajah as cabin passengers21, this following
the migration to Australia of his older half-brother Henry Charles (qv below in Section Four at page
49) in c. 1841. They landed at Melbourne on 4th May 1850, whereupon they travelled upcountry to
join Samuel’s brother Henry at Mia Mia, near the Campaspe River. Later that year, their first child,
Jane, was born at Campaspe.
Their address, from about 1852/3, was at Addis Street, Geelong and this was on the corner of a
laneway called Stanhope Place (now Stanhope Street). Stanhope Place, just a lane, was part of one
of numerous estates of Captain (RN) Addis, and when that was subdivided into lots c. 1853, one of
these was acquired by Samuel, with possibly a house already on the property. It was quite a
substantial property (“eight rooms”). It was sold in 1890.

Stanhope Place in 1877 - photo (restored), from Helen Macdonald

Samuel S became a Customs House Agent (in partnership with a Mr William Field, who also was
a neighbour in Addis Street). The master of the ship, Rajah, by which the Farrells travelled to
Australia was a Captain Ferguson, who subsequently became the Geelong Harbour Master. That
may have been a happy circumstance for Samuel.

21

“R. Ince” was also a passenger in intermediate class, and this was surely Richard Ince, Marianne’s father.
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In 1870 he stood for election to the Geelong Town Council (Thomson Ward), closely failing to do
so by 223 votes to 225. He stood again in 1871 and this time was successful. He retired from the
Council in late 1874 when the Ward was relocated to the Geelong West Council.
He became (with his partner William Field) a committee-member
of the Mechanics Institute. He was the elected auditor of the
Geelong Gas Company and also of the Geelong Permanent
Investment and Benefit Building Society.
He was also apparently a Freemason, but for one year only
(1864 - First Lodge of Geelong). He was involved with the
Church of England and its charities, eg a committee-member of
the Geelong Protestant Orphan Asylum.
In late 1890, the property at Stanhope Place was sold by auction
“with instructions from Mr S. S. Farrell (in consequence of the
removal of his family) ...” and we can only assume that Marianne
and he moved into accommodation provided by one or other of
their children, possibly with the Huttons at Villamanta Street.
Five years later, on 6th August 1895, Samuel, “a very old identity
of the town”, died and was then buried in New General Cemetery at Herne Hill, the cortege
consisting of “25 private and public vehicles”. One of the pall-bearers was “R. Ince, sen” (Marianne’s
cousin). He left an estate of £550.
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Mary Anne Farrell (née Ince)
Born:

8th April 1817, in Dublin (christened at St Mark’s Church on13th April 1817)

Died:

27th May 1913, at Stanhope, Claremont Avenue, Newtown, Geelong

Occupation:

? Home duties

Status:

Married Samuel Smith Farrell, on 20th August 1849 at St Peter’s Church in
Dublin, 9 children: Henry Ince (see above at page 21) and 8 further children
itemised below.

Arrived in Oz: In 1850 at Melbourne with Samuel, travelling upstate to Campaspe and later
to Geelong
Mary Anne was known as “Marianne” and she brought the Ince name to the Farrells.
Marianne’s parents were (-3. C.) Richard C Ince a farmer of Doon,
Maryborough22 (40 miles west of Dublin), Queen’s County, in
Ireland, and (-3. D.) Catharine, née Haughton.23 Catharine died
whilst Marianne was very young, and Marianne was brought up by
an aunt. Richard is shown as having died (on 30th April 1866, aged
84 -  born c. 1782) at the home of S S Farrell, Geelong, so he,
but not Catharine, had also migrated to Australia, with Samuel S
and Marianne.
There is reference in the Australian newspapers to “Richard Ince,
Junior”, living in Albert Park, Melbourne; he may be the son of a
Richard Ince (Senior) who in turn was one of the many children of
John Ince—see below— but he has not been definitely identified.

“Marianne” (Ince) Farrell

However we can see from the advertisement of Samuel’s house
and land sale (see previous page) that a Mr Ince lived in the
vicinity. This possibly refers to one of two or both of Marianne’s
uncles, John Ince and Robert Ince, who had come to Geelong,
possibly together.

Married to Frances (“Fanny”) Harvey in 1856, John Ince became a store-keeper and stock-dealer,
and also a town councillor and a member of the Victorian parliament. The couple produced sixteen
children. John died in 1897 aged 66, Fanny in 1903. The obituary in The Argus recorded John
being the “son of the late Robert Ince of Bally Nolan, Queen’s County, Ireland and of Lancashire,
England”. So Marianne’s grandfather was Robert Ince who had migrated to Ireland from Lancashire,
probably in the late 1700s (there are two small towns in Lancashire called Ince).

22

Maryborough was the county town of Queen’s County, now Laois, and its name has changed to the
present-day Portlaoise.
23

We have also traced the identity of an elder brother, Thomas Ince, baptised on 11th September 1814 in
St Werburgh’s Church, the given address being Townsend Street, Dublin.
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John’s brother, Robert, became a grazier near Colac. He also died in 1897 or possibly in 1896,
leaving his estate to sister-in-law Fanny (there is a record - Advocate,15th August 1896 - of probate
granted for the Will of a “Robert Ince” to the amount of £50).
By repute, Marianne was a matriarch, ruling an extended family, and is remembered by the
impressive photographic portrait shown on the previous page (now in the possession of
descendants, the Mayoh family in NSW). She was long-lived, reaching the age of 96. She seems
to have been popular in local social circles hosting parties and dance evenings
Samuel S and Marianne produced nine children, Henry Ince being the third son and described above
at page 21, the remaining eight listed below:

-1 C

Jane Hutton (née Farrell)
Born:

c. 21st August 1850 at Crowlands, Campaspe

Died:

18th January 1928, at Geelong West

Occupation:

? Home duties

Status:

Married George Frederick Hutton, on 23rd August 1870 in Geelong, 10
children

Jane, the eldest of the 9 children of Samuel S and Marianne, is noted for having married George
Hutton, and then producing 10 children, thus expanding the Hutton name in Geelong in subsequent
generations. They lived at 56 Villamanta Street, Geelong West.
Of most interest is George Hutton. He was born on 19th August 1837 in Midlothian, Scotland (one
of eight children of parents: Robert Hutton, born about 1796 in Edinburgh, and Eliza Warwick, born
about 1806 in England—they married on 23rd October 1828 at Clerkenwell in London). On arrival
in Geelong, he became a master (one of only two) at Geelong College from its foundation in 1861,
and it was he who designed the College Crest—Pegasus—and instituted the motto “Sic itur ad
astra”. He remained at the College until 1869 as “Commercial master” (but returning to the Old
Collegians Reunion of 1908), and then continued teaching elsewhere: as head teacher/acting head
of various State and private Schools in Geelong and in Melbourne, and conducting drawing classes
from a studio which had been converted from a cottage behind his home in Villamanta Street.

Extract from the Geelong College Jubilee History Text 1911
The two masters who began with Mr. Morrison at the College were Mr. George F. Hutton (not to be confounded with
Mr. Thomas Hutton, who was a master later on) and Mr. Herbst. Mr. G. F. Hutton was present on the opening day
in 1861, when the first boy to enter the College was E. R. Sparrow. Mr. Hutton remained at Knowle House until
1869. It was he who designed the College Crest—Pegasus, with the motto "Sic itur ad astra." Mr. Hutton was
present at the Old Collegians Reunion of 1908—the only living representative of the College teaching staff of 1861.
He too has now joined the rest of the staff.

He was one time president of the Mechanics Institute and of the Shakespearian Society, and a
trustee of the Presbyterian (or Protestant) Alliance Friendly Society. He was also a Freemason “The
Grand Lodge of St. Andrew, Scottish Constitution”. George died on 24th July 1908 at age 71. It was
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presumably because of his Geelong College employment that some of his brothers-in-law (and
sons?) were educated there. George, being much older, was probably also something of a fatherfigure to them all.
Their children comprised:
Dott Constance,
b. 23 June 1871, d. 11 November 1948
Evangeline Warwick,
b. 6 June 1873, d. 1952
(with her mother was an exhibitor in 1921 of memorabilia of early
Geelong)
Estelle Frederica,
b. 21 Nov 1874, d. 17 Aug 1954
Hilda Ernestine,
b. 1 Sept 1876, d. 12 Oct 1920
Samuel Farrell,
b. 21 May 1878, d. 1952
(lived in Essendon, and worked at Coles Book Arcade / Robinson &
Mullins, an “active tiny man” from what both Richard and Hugh
Thompson recall)
George Frederick,
b. 6 Aug 1879, d. 17 Aug 1957
Irene Ince,
b. 10 May 1881, d. 1924
Elsie Corime,
b. 7 Jul 1882, d. 1980
Enid Anita,
b. 1885, d. 1963
Robert Clark,
b. 31 Dec 1886, d. 18 Mar 1887

-1 D.

Susan Farrell
Born: 12th June 1852 in Ashby, Vic.
Died: 9th June 1863, aged 11

-1 E.

Richard Farrell
Born: 24th June 1854 in Newtown, Geelong
Died: 9th November 1860, aged 6

-1 F.

Samuel Farrell
Born:

6th June 1856 at Geelong

Died:

9th December 1937, at Geelong West

Occupation:

Bank manager / inspector

Married:

5th February 1884 Julia Valborg Borsum

Children:

Marie and Oscar Ince

Samuel, educated at Geelong College, joined the Bank of Australasia, living at:
1874
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Victoria (? town)
Warrnambool (meeting and then marrying Julia Borsum)
Charlton
Jerilderie
Melbourne (possibly also Rockhampton, Qld)
West Maitland, NSW. On departure, the Farrells were honoured at a lavish
civic farewell gathering.
Launceston24
Sydney (bank inspector)

Samuel had risen through the ranks to become
a branch bank manager, and eventually to the
heights of bank inspector, a very senior head
office post.
From at least 1913, his wife and he had
resided at Sydney House (called “Stanhope”,
keeping the family tradition) 5 Hampden
Avenue, Cremorne (Neutral Bay) in Sydney.
He died in 1937 “from shock of brother Ince’s
Bank of Australasia (ANZ) building in Maitland, now no longer death” who had died within a month previously.
occupied as a bank. An imposing edifice. (Photo by Anne
Mayoh).

Julia Valborg died on 13th April 1953. Their two children were:
Born 29th January 1886

Marie Valborg:

Married 11th April 1914 to Eric Gordon Mayoh (died c. 28th December 1949)
Died:

17 November 1959

Children:

Oscar Ince:

(i)

Patrick, farmer, near Goulburn NSW (born 14th June
1915, married Leila Dooley, died 11th August 1985,
leaving children Peter and Michael)25

(ii)

Joan Mayoh (born 30th March 1917, died 5 October
1995)

Born 30th December 1887, died 9th August 1888.

24

Richard Thompson says Eileen Thompson (then aged 11, 12 or 13) visited Samuel in Launceston in about
1904-6. Helen MacDonald also says that some of the Farrells returned to Victoria in 1905 for visits. This would have been
around the time that Henry Ince Farrell was preparing to set up home at Three-Mile Gully in Darkan/Duranillin. See the
description of Eileen’s life in Section 1 at page 18.
25

A cousin, once removed, of Peter Mayoh and the late Michael Mayoh has also completed extensive
research on the Farrell genealogy and provided us with much information. Our thanks to Anne Mayoh.
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Ince Farrrell
Born:

20th January 1860 at Newtown, Geelong (No. 03118)

Died:

2nd December 1937 at (or buried at) Geelong West

Occupation:

Company Secretary / Accountant

Status:

Married on 19th September 1914 to Angela Smyth-King at Ashby, Victoria; no
known children

Ince was educated at Geelong College (1875), then followed an accounting career, becoming
Secretary of Victorian Woollen Cloth Company in 1892, and then by 1896 was at an address in Little
Collins Street, Melbourne. From 1909 to 1924, he was the Victorian Government Auditor.

-1 H.

-1 I.

-1 J.

Kate Farrell
Born:

30th September 1861 at Ashby, Vic. (No. 20827)

Died:

18th May 1951 at Geelong

Occupation:

Unknown

Status:

Unmarried. Lived with the Huttons

Blanche Farrell
Born:

6th December 1863 at Ashby, Vic. (No. 20601)

Died:

12th January 1954

Occupation:

Unknown

Status:

Married on 29th April 1890 at Addis Street, Geelong to Frederick Oscar
Borsum; the couple had no children but Frederick had two daughters,
presumably from a previous marriage: Olive (unwed) and Mary (married B
Evans - no issue)

Haughton Farrell
Born:

26th April 1866 at Ashby, Vic (No. 8354)

Died:

6th September 1946, at Kyneton, Vic

Occupation:

Clerical

Status:

Married on 9th June 1897 to Francis Sarah Pearson; one daughter, Marjorie,
born 1899
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Haughton was another pupil at Geelong College (1881 Dux).
Subsequent career working at Robinson and Mullins, at Melbourne Bank and then at Union Bank.

Richard Thompson recalls having, with brother William, visited the Farrell/Hutton family living in
Geelong. This was in 1946/47 and they had lunch at the residence (probably at Villamanta Street)
with a number of the above, including: Kate and Blanche Farrell, “both old, fuzzy and white-haired”,
Blanche’s daughter Olive, Enid Hutton “small, pale skin, neat reddish hair”, Elsie Hutton “small, dark
and monkeyish”, and possibly also two more of the Hutton children: Hilda and Estelle.
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SECTION FOUR - GENERATION -3 (AND -2)
Paternal great grandparents of Eileen Farrell were Michael Farrell and his wife Jane Plummer,
Michael having (at least) seven children. One son, Henry Charles Farrell, is described below (page
49) and Samuel Smith Farrell has been outlined above in Section Three (page 31).

-3 A

Michael Farrell
Born:

Probably 1778 (in Dublin?)

Died:

27th October 1848, at 1 Harcourt Road, Dublin - aged 69/70

Occupation:

Policeman (Chief Constable at the Head Office of the Dublin Metropolitan
Police Force)

Status:

Married three times:
a) Frances ? (maiden name unknown); two children:
(i)
Eliza, baptised 19th November 1809 (married James Patrick
Lamb on 3rd March 1834), and
(ii)

Michael, baptised April 1812;

b) Jane Ball, in 1814; three/four children:
(i)
John born 1815, Henry Charles (profiled below at page 49)
born 1816,
(ii)
Letitia (1) born 4th April 1818 and possibly dying soon after
birth, and
(iii)

Letitia Jane (2) born 6th June 181926;

c) Jane Plummer, in 1823; born 1789 or 1790, died 23rd August 1848; two
children:
(i)

Samuel Smith (profiled above at page 31) born 26th May 1826,

(ii)
Susanna born 14th July 1829 (married James Hayes in 15
February 1847).

26

Confusingly, there are three separate baptismal entries (St Werburgh’s Church) with two dates of birth.
As suggested by Anne Mayoh, it seems the first daughter Letitia was born in 1818 but must have died very soon after,
following which another daughter was born fourteen months later in 1819 and who was also called Letitia (Jane).
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There is much known and even more unknown about the background and life of Michael Farrell.27
Information of his private and family life is sparse and still a little confused. However we feel sure
he married three times.
His first wife was Frances ? (unknown maiden name), whom
he married at some time prior to 1809. She produced two
children: Eliza (baptised 1809) and Michael (baptised in
1812).
Michael junior is recorded28 as having died on 18th November
1832 on board the ship “Elizabeth” off the coast of Africa.
We do not know what became of Frances but there is a burial
entry for a person called Frances Farrel (sic) dying on 29th
May 1814 at age 36.
Michael went on to marry, in 1814, Jane Ball, and she gave
birth first to John probably in 1815 (baptised June 1815) but
he died aged just 17 being buried on 19th January 1832.
Then Henry Charles was born in 1816. He was probably
named after Henry Charles Sirr, who had been the Dublin
Town Major (= Chief of Police).
A third child, Letitia was born on 4th April 1818, being
Michael Farrell
baptised on 26th April. It seems she must have died soon
th
very after, because when another daughter was born on 6
June 1819, she was called Letitia Jane. This second Letitia died at age 6 on 9th February 1825.
We understand that Jane (Ball) Farrell died in 1820.
His third wife, also Jane, had the maiden name of Plummer, and they married in 1823. She bore
Samuel Smith (qv) on 26th May 1826, and later, on 14th July 1829, another child, Susanna,29 was
born, who on 15th February 1847 married James Hayes of Glanely, Co Wicklow.30
He seems to have had at least one other sister, name unknown but possibly Anne. She became
the wife of a William Smith, of Rathkeale, who was also Chief Constable and Sub-Inspector of Police
for Limerick County, and with whom Michael Farrell was acquainted. William Smith’s death notice
is in the Limerick Chronicle issue of 8th August 1838 (“died on Thursday, after a lingering illness”).

27

More may have been known were it not for the explosion and fire during the Irish Civil War in 1922 which
destroyed the Public Record Office in Dublin. Other historical records were also lost in the previous year when the Custom
House was burnt down.
28

In Dublin Evening Packet and Correspondent on 18th July 1833.

29

We have also seen the baptism record of another “Susanna” Farrell, on 19th October 1766 at the Church
of St Peter. This showed the child’s parents’ names as John Farrell and Sarah Farrell and we speculate without confidence
that this Susanna could have been Michael Farrell’s older sister (12 years older) and if so, these were also Michael’s parents.
However, we have no definite information of his parentage.
30

Michael Farrell was a witness at the wedding and was then described as “Formerly Chief Peace Officer
of City Dublin Police.”
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We have traced one son, Thomas Smith, who was similarly an Inspector in the RIC at County Kerry,
and he died (in Blennerville, Tralee) on 4th March 1893. The Smiths also had a daughter, Mary, who
died on 4th July 1827. We have so far failed to find the death notice for William’s wife/Michael’s
sister in the Limerick Chronicle’s Obituaries’ lists.
Trinity College alarums
The family lore has it that Michael attended Trinity College, Dublin but was expelled at the time of
the Irish Rebellion in the late 1790s. He having been born in 1778, this would make it possible in
terms of age for this to be correct. However we have not found him in any of the College admissions
lists around that time.31 It seems “our” Michael Farrell was educated elsewhere (and most probably
of Protestant stock). We incline to dismiss this “family lore” as without foundation.
Dublin Constabulary
He became the Chief Constable of the main Dublin divisional police office (No. 1 - Castle Division)
at 5, Exchange Court, Royal Exchange.32 There were then 6 Dublin divisions and the Chief
Constable of each was paid a salary of £138 per annum but prior to 1808, the organisation was
smaller. At some Court proceedings in May 1838, it is recorded that Michael Farrell (then aged
about 60) gave evidence including: “... I have been chief-constable in this city for twenty-nine years;
...” 33, which implies he had that post since circa 1809 (aged about 31).
He may have served in the Police prior to that, possibly joining as a "Petty Constable". As recorded
below, when he received a presentation in 1838, it was said: “Mr Farrell is upwards of twenty-eight
years in the Dublin establishment” = 1808, which was the year of the new police force. We have no
firm indication of what occupation he had from the time of his leaving education until becoming Chief
Constable.
It may be noted that at the time,1790s and later, the “Town Major”, effectively chief of police, was
Henry Charles Sirr until his retirement in 1826. He was a character of some prominence, and had
many enemies, being accredited with having helped put down the disturbances in 1798, arresting
Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and the rebellion in 1803, arresting Robert Emmet the central dissident
figure, subsequently sentenced to be executed (hanged, drawn and quartered). Sirr was born,
resided and died in Dublin Castle, and it was he who, in accordance with the new Dublin Police
Magistrates Act, established the re-formed erstwhile watch police force in 1808, leasing premises
in Exchange Court on 30 December 1808 to become the head office of the police and of the Castle
Division (previously at 5 Palace Street). It is evident he would have been well known to and probably
appointed Michael Farrell to his post. We speculate with some confidence that Michael named his
son in 1816 using Sirr’s first names.
We could go further and conjecture that Michael had been in the police force prior to his
appointment as Chief Constable, and was then under the direct authority of H C Sirr, even perhaps
31

There is a "Michael Farrell" admitted in 1794 at the age of 19 and born at Co Longford and who was a
Roman Catholic, this as contained in “Alumni Dublinenses”, edited by George Dames Burtchaell and Thomas Ulick Sadleir
(Dublin 1935), which is the catalogue of graduates for Trinity College Dublin from 1593 to 1861 (available on-line). Possibly
it was he who, with others, was sent down after the Visitation by Lord Clare in 1798, but that does not equate with his entry
as a “graduate”.
32

This is listed in "Pigot & Co's Provincial Directory of Ireland 1824" and shows Michael Farrell as “gent”,
as distinct from those of higher social order with the appendage of “esq”, an appellation which was given to him in later
years.
33

From Freeman’s Journal and Daily Commercial Advertiser
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present in the arrest of Emmet. If that were so, it would seem to rule out the suggestion (see
previous page) that he may have been involved as one of the objectors during the rebellion
disturbances at Trinity College in and around 1798. In any case we cannot imagine Sirr would have
countenanced employing as the main Chief Constable a person who had been an associate of
Emmet in the disturbances. The Dublin police was formed in 1786 with armed constables and
watchmen. These were replaced in 1795 by an unarmed civil police force and it may be (just
speculation) that Michael Farrell joined at about or after that time.
It may also be mentioned that this was at a time when Robert Peel was Chief Secretary in Dublin
in 1813, and he proposed the setting up of a specialist police force. Later as Home Secretary, he
helped create the modern concept of the police force, leading to officers being known as "bobbies"
(in England) and "Peelers" (in Ireland) to this day. It was doubtless that whilst in Ireland and his
study of the police organisation there, he learned and used much from it when eventually introducing
the Metropolitan Police Force Act of 1829 and establishing the Metropolitan Police Force for London,
based at Scotland Yard.
The watch police was reformed in “An Act for improving Police in the District of Dublin Metropolis
1836" and the Dublin Metropolitan Police Force was formed. In the issue of 8th January 1838 of
Freeman’s Journal and Daily Commercial Advertiser, is the following notice and tribute:
“Mr Michael Farrell.
Mr Michael Farrell, of the Head-Office, the citizens of Dublin will be glad to hear,
remains as chief constable in charge of the Head-Office [of the new Metropolitan
Police]. This highly esteemed and invaluable public officer is now the oldest chief
constable in Ireland, and his great utility and general local knowledge have been
frequently a bar to his promotion out of the police. Mr Farrell is upwards of
twenty-eight years in the Dublin establishment, and has done the most arduous and
perilous duties, not only through all parts of Ireland and England, but even on the
Continent, so as fully to meet with the entire approbation of every successive
government. On the contemplated change being about to take place the
peace-officers of the Head-office of police presented Mr Farrell with a valuable silver
cup,34 which bears the following inscription:-Presented by the Peace-officers of the Head Police Office
To Michael Farrell, Esq.
As a Testimonial of their affection and gratitude
For his uniform kindness and disinterested attention to their interests
for Twenty-eight years.
We copy the above from ‘Saunders’, and fully concur in every word of the well
merited tribute of respect it pays Mr Farrell. We are confident that no appointment
that has taken place in the new police force is more calculated to give general
satisfaction to our fellow-citizens than that of this estimable individual, and truly
efficient officer.”
So Michael was then “chief constable in charge of the Head-Office” in Dublin (there being no official
post of “Chief Constable” in the newly formed Force, which in 1838 first showed its presence on the
streets of Dublin). The position has been likened to that in the armed forces of “warrant officer”,
being the highest ranking non-commissioned officer. From the entry below, in the Dublin Directory

34

This is now in the possession of descendants, the Mayoh family, in NSW.
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of 1845, published by Pettigrew & Oulton, it would appear that successively he became a Divisional
Superintendent.

Nevertheless, Michael Farrell gave evidence at various times in the courts, in his capacity of Chief
Constable of Dublin No. 1 Division. But in 1833 he was called to give evidence to the
Commissioners for Irish Municipal Corporations. A pawnbroker called Samuel Smith had told the
Committee (as minuted35):

35

This was included as an Appendix to a report in 1838 by a Select Committee conducting a parliamentary
enquiry about the (poor) state of pawn-broking generally in Ireland.
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With Anne Mayoh, we have conjectured that Michael had named his son Samuel Smith after this
pawnbroker with whom Michael had for long been acquainted. In the testimony above, the
pawnbroker says his acquaintance with Michael started in about “1820 or 1821". Since Michael’s
son Samuel Smith was born in 1826, it seems this could be so.36
Later testimony from Smith was reported:

In his turn Michael Farrell was examined:

The idea of the police-force members gaining a portion of fines levied seems curious to us but
presumably was customary. Michael apparently suffered no punishment or damage to his reputation
as a result of the disclosures concerning the loans.
A list of Pensions Estimates signed in December 1847 shows Michael’s annual pension amounting
to £96 - 6 - 2 and that his pensionable service was 29 7/12ths years. Since he became Head
Constable in or about 1809, this indicates he retired circa 1838 or 1839. Certainly it was before
1842 because his name was no longer shown in Pettigrew & Oulton’s street directory as resident
at Exchange Court37.

36

We might also speculate that pawnbroker Samuel Smith was related to Chief Constable William Smith,
who was Michael Farrell’s brother-in-law.
37

See http://www.failteromhat.com/ for the Pettigrew & Oulton’s Dublin Almanac for 1842, and other

directories.
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Barber Surgeons
In 1823, he became associated with the Guild/Corporation of Barber Surgeons, and served as:
1827-28
1828-35 (or 34?)
1834-35
1835-36
1836-37

master38
member of council
representative
master
representative

There had been family gossip to the effect that Michael had eventually absconded with some of the
assets of the Guild/Corporation but that appears to be a calumny since we have come upon no
evidence to this effect.
The "Corporation" was one of several Guilds in the town and apparently existed alongside but was
possibly looked down upon by The Royal College of Surgeons which had/has its own building
founded in 1806 on the west side of prestigious St Stephens Green. The RCS was formed in 1784
and here is a comment from the British Medical Journal, Volume 287, 24-31 December 1983:
"In 1765 Sylvester O'Halloran, a Limerick born surgeon who had studied at Leyden and
Paris, published proposals for 'The Advancement of Surgery in Ireland.' A younger surgeon,
William Dease, strongly criticised the medical school at the University of Dublin, which taught
only medicine while ignoring surgery altogether, and he applauded the English and French
surgeons who 'by procuring a total separation from that preposterous union with the
company of barbers' had enabled to raise the standard of surgical practice."
An entry from the Dublin Journal of Medical and Chemical Science, Vol 8, No. 1, August 1849,shows
extracts from the records of the Corporation of Barber Surgeons of Dublin, by William D Moore:
"In endeavouring, on a former occasion(a), to trace the origin and history of pharmacy in
Ireland, I gave a brief account of some of the ancient charters and records of the body
incorporated as the Corporation of Barbers, Barber Surgeons and Barbers, Surgeons,
Apothecaries, and Periwig-makers, by successive grants of Henry VI., Elizabeth, and James
II., respectively. These records, as I then mentioned, I had, after much search, found in the
possession of Michael Farrell, Esq. Shortly after the publication alluded to Mr. Farrell died,
and his son, Mr. Samuel Farrell, very kindly intrusted to me the documents which his father
had saved from destruction, in order that I might carry out a suggestion which I had formerly
made, that they should be deposited in a public library."
To us and in consideration also of the esteem in which he was held in the police force, this indicates
that a) Michael Farrell is unlikely to have absconded with the funds of the Guild, otherwise Mr Moore
would not have been so polite about him, and b) the Guild/Corporation, of diminishing reputation (to
the point of disdain perhaps?) possibly just faded into obscurity and the effects (records) of the
organisation were left with Michael, perhaps by default.39

38

Richard Thompson now possesses a silver snuff box presented to Michael Farrell on 21st January 1829,
inscribed "In appreciation of his conduct as Master during his year of office."
39

Nevertheless, the guild was still in existence in 1845, when in the issue of 6th August of Freeman’s Journal
and Daily Commercial Advertiser, a court case was cited concerning a claim by an individual for admission as a freeman
of the “guilds of barbers and surgeons”, the reported proceedings including: “Michael Farrell was next examined. He
produced books purporting to be records of the guild of barbers and surgeons.”
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In fact the records did go to a "public library", viz the Manuscripts and Archives Research Library of
Trinity College, and may be seen there40, and indeed I (Hugh) looked through the records at the
library in 2015. They are extensive, commencing with the Charter from Elizabeth I in 1576 and
including the Seal and various lists and books of enrolments, bonds, Minutes and rolls. These were
presented by William D Moore in 1849 (see above), having been “Collected by Michael Farrell?
1847" (as recorded by the Library).
It may also be mentioned that it is hardly surprising the Guild atrophied to extinction, since it appears
to have had little purpose other than to provide a social club for dinners and the like. Certainly the
Minutes show no signs of much civic or charitable activity, they mainly recording only the results of
interminable elections of officers and members, presentations to the outgoing Master, and so on .
Birth and Death
Michael apparently lived at some stage in Sackville Street (present-day O’Connell Street) but we have
been unable to trace this in street directories. However, following his retirement from the Police, he
moved to and lived at 1 Harcourt Road in Dublin41, on the corner with (12) Upper Camden Street, until
his death on 27th October 1848.

The building, shown opposite (2015),
seems substantial (occupied by a health
centre on the ground floor), and perhaps
the Farrell family did not occupy the entire
three floors.

1 Harcourt Road, cnr with Upper Camden Street

40

The documents are referred to as “the Michael Farrell papers” as so called in a letter by Richard
Thompson in August 1985.
41

As shown in Pettigrew & Oulton’s Dublin Directory of 1845.
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We have had some difficulty in tracing the year in which
Michael was born. There is a headstone (No. 6492) in the
Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin which, as transcribed,
reads:
Erected by
SAM. S. FARRELL
To the memory of his mother
Mrs. JANE FARRELL
who died August 23 1848
aged 58 years
Also to the Memory of his father
Mr. MICHAEL FARRELL
who died October 27th 1848
aged 60 years

The headstone is quite eroded. After close examination of
the photograph, we do conclude that Michael’s age is
indeed recorded as “60 years”. Since the gravestone was
erected by his son Samuel, one would normally expect this
to be correct, but perhaps the stone-mason misread his
directions: we believe it should be “69 years”, or indeed “70"
as shown in the obituary above.
Evidence for this also comes from records of police
pensions. We have a note (guided to us by Anne Mayoh - renewed thanks) that Michael Farrell was
due to be paid his annual pension (of £92-6s-2d) at the beginning of 1848 at which time he was
recorded as being 69 and his length of police service was 29 years and 7 months. An earlier entry,
1841, showed that he was receiving the same annual pension when of course he would have been
63. His year of birth may then be reckoned as 1778 (and retiring in circa 1838 at age 60).

Michael’s son, Henry Charles, is profiled below, and Samuel Smith (our direct line ancestor) is
described above in Section Three from page 31.

Version 7, @ July 2018

Page: 48

The Farrell Family
-2 E

Section Four

Henry Charles Farrell
Born:

1816 in Dublin (baptised in St Werburgh’s Church, Dublin on 31st December
1816)

Died:

10th August 1857 in Melbourne

Occupation:

Hotel keeper

Status:

Married Jane Nixon (née Thompson) at St James C of E church in Melbourne
in 1841. Six children:
Michael,
b. 1842, d. October 1906
(born at Mt Macedon, married Sarah Jane Clark on 16th April
1866 at Essendon)
Henry,
b. 1844, d. 1852
Edward Thomas,
b. 1846, d. unknown
Susan Jane,
b. 1850, d. 1894
(married to Josiah Henry Waymouth on 30th April 1868)42
Marian,
b. possibly 1852, d. unknown
Jane,
b. 1854, d. unknown
(married “B C Hutchinson, Esq., M.D” on 9th November 1870 at
Wangaratta)

As indicated above, Michael Farrell had been married apparently three times, the third and last wife
was Jane Plummer and the mother of Samuel Smith Farrell (born in 1826—10 years younger than
Henry Charles). His second wife was Jane Bell, or Ball who died in 1820, and she must have been
the mother of Henry Charles (born in 1816), the baptism entry showing his mother to be “Jane”, with
no surname.
Henry Charles emigrated to Australia (before his younger brother Samuel did so) as a steerage
“bounty” passenger on the “China” in 1840, when he married in Melbourne. His wife Jane had been
married before, to a person with the surname of Nixon, Jane’s maiden name being Thompson.
In 1848, apparently then with adequate funds or funding, they travelled up-country to about 90 miles
north of Melbourne to an area close to the Campaspe River, where Henry erected a bluestone
building as a hotel. This was possibly a Cobb & Co coach stop on the route from Kyneton to
Bendigo. Subsequently a settlement grew around the hotel and became known as Mia Mia. Henry
seems to have been a true pioneer.
It appears likely that after his brother Samuel Smith Farrell had arrived in Melbourne with his wife
Marianne, in May 1850, they first stayed with or near to Henry at Mia Mia. It is not known how long
they remained there43 but eventually they moved to Geelong by or before 1852.

42

A present-day direct descendant is Robyn Waymouth, who has conducted genealogical researches of

her family also.
43

Their first daughter Jane was born on 21st August 1850 at Crowlands, Campaspe River. (via Patrick

Carracher)
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In 1848 a hostelry, the Mia Mia Hotel, built by Henry Farrell, was located in what became Valley Road, just above the bluestone
ruins still visible behind the bus shelter. It was bought by Michael Madden in 1854. (From Mia Mia Planning Review 2013 www.miamiavic.com)

The hotel was sold in 1854 but it is unclear whether or not Henry was still in occupation up until then.
If he had been there in 1853, then he would have experienced a bloody shoot-out with several
fatalities, when a group robbed the escort gold carriage on its way from nearby diggings to
Melbourne. However he may have left before then.
By 1851, he had taken the licence for The Pier Hotel, Sandridge.44 Sandridge was an area now
known as and encompassed by Port Melbourne and the hotel still exists (rebuilt), being on the corner
of Bay Street and Beach Street/Road, opposite the then Town Pier (now superseded by the Port
Melbourne Yacht Club) and close to the present Station Pier. It may be assumed the clientele of the
Hotel was drawn from traffic associated with the port area.45

44

Previously held by W F C Liardet, local developer responsible for much of the waterfront buildings.

45

But a present-day account describes it : “The building on the corner of Bay and Beach Streets is the Pier
Hotel that replaced the timber original built by first settler Wilbraham F. E. Liardet in 1840. The latter was described as a
magnificent house – ‘Brighton on the Beach’– and was an instant success in the young colony as a fashionable resort.”
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Port Melbourne c. 1920. The Pier Hotel is at bottom, left centre, on the lower street corner opposite the sheds of the pier.

The following lengthy account46 of an incident there in 1852 may give a fair impression of the hazards
of keeping a pub in such an area:
QUOTE
Atrocious Outrages.
Gallant Capture of a band of Ruffians.
On Monday evening, a series of outrages were committed by a band of ruffians, which for
cool impudence and contempt of the law stand unparalleled even in the annals of Victorian
crime. On that evening, between the hours of six and seven, about twenty men, the majority
of whom were armed with guns and pistols, landed at the Beach in a boat from a vessel which
had arrived on the same day from Sydney. They at once proceeded to Mr Farrell's Pier Hotel,
when they commenced intimidating every respectable person in the house, using violent
threats, and presenting their guns at them, as it would appear from utter wantonness, as no
attempt was made to rob those who were made the victims of their violence.
To Mr Farrell, the landlord, they presented several Sydney notes, the numbers and figures
of which had been very badly altered, and so far intimidated him as to compel him to change
a one pound note, which had been altered into a five. Mr Farrell managed to make his escape
on horseback to town, and whilst he was away, the scoundrels became even more violent in

46

From the Melbourne Argus, 1st September 1852, reprinted in the Moretone Bay Courier on 25th

September 1852
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their conduct, and wantonly and savagely attacked the groom and cook of the house, leaving
the former in a deplorable state, and inflicting on the latter injuries scarcely less serious. The
fellows, after doing all the mischief in their power, left the house, and it would appear
separated into knots, for the house of a person named D'Oyle, residing on the Beach road,
was soon after attacked, and its inmates cruelly ill-used, whilst a larger party appear to have
pushed further on, and committed a still more serious outrage on two inoffensive men who
were proceeding from their tents on the south side of the Yarra to Melbourne.
In this attack, the fellows acted more like demons than men, two deliberate attempts at
murder having been made by them, the life of their victim being only saved by the
interposition of Providence. Whilst these outrages were being committed, Mr Farrell had
arrived in town, and in company with Mr Bloomfield, Mr Inspector Lydiard, Serjeant Orcen,
and four constables, went in pursuit of the offenders. They met with them on Prince's Bridge,
and a fierce scuffle ensued, in which Mr Bloomfield, we regret to say, was very seriously hurt.
Four of the scoundrels, however, notwithstanding their resistance, were taken into custody,
and late in the evening two others were arrested at different times by Sergeants Owen and
Cumming. From expressions made use of by several of the party, it may be inferred that
some of them had just arrived from California. All the men taken are most ruffianly looking
fellows, with the exception of one named Grant, who is by no means an ill looking man, and
appears to have been the least desperate of them all. He was formerly a sergeant in the
Geelong police, and was for some time well known and respected there.
The men were all brought before the City Bench yesterday, and the Police Court was
crowded to excess. The first two men placed in the dock, were William Edwards and James
Hammond, who were charged with committing a highway robbery on the persons of Henry
Jones and David Glegg. From the evidence of the two men, it appeared that on the previous
evening, they were proceeding in a cart from their tents to Melbourne, when they were
attacked by about eight armed men, one of whom held the head of the horse, whilst another
(the prisoner Edwards) attacked Jones, who presented a double-barrelled gun at him.
Edwards seized hold of the gun, and managed to get it out of his possession and presented
it at him. Jones went down on his knees and begged for mercy ; but the ruffian, addressing,
one of his companions, said, ‘Stand on one side, whilst I blow the brains out.’ He immediately
snapped the trigger, but the gun missed fire. He then cocked the second lock, and said,
'Stand aside again; I'll blow his brains out this time' He again fired, and again, providentially
without success. In the meantime Glegg had gone to the tents for assistance, and the fellows,
becoming alarmed for their safety, suddenly made off at the top of their speed, and, although
pursued, were not overtaken at that lime. Both prisoners were fully identified by the
witnesses, and were committed for trial.
The second charge against them, for being two of the party concerned in the outrage at Mr.
Farrells, will be investigated before a magistrate at the Jail.-Thomas Grant. William Hatfield,
and William Smith were then placed in the dock, and charged as follows .
--Henry Charles Farrell, landlord of the Pier Hotel, Sandridge, deposed as follows : About
seven o'clock last evening, a boat carne on shore and landed about twenty passengers from
a vessel just arrived from Sydney, and then lying in the Bay. The moment the men entered
the house their conduct was violent, and some of them went into a back small room and
attacked a respectable person named Wiatt. Hearing the disturbance, I went into the room,
where I saw one man having hold of Mr Wiatt by the throat,' and another fellow was saying,
‘Let us have no ceremony, but shoot.’ I said there must be no disturbance here; and one
fellow walked up close to me, and taking a pistol from his pocket, cocked it, and said, ‘I'll give
you a hit over the eye.’ I went into the bar, and he followed me, and called for several glasses
of wine for the rest of the party, who had also followed into the bar. In payment for the wine,
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he handed to me a piece of paper which purported to ‘be a Sydney bank note for ten pounds.'
I examined it, and found that it was a one pound note altered to ten. I returned the note to the
man and said, 'I don't like this note.’ He then handed me two other one pound notes, with the
numbers and figures altered. I saw there was likely to be a great disturbance, and the man
Hammond, who was just now committed on another charge, tendered me a spurious
five-pound note, and asked for his change. I gave him the change, although aware that the
note was worthless, thinking by so doing I should pacify them, and prevent a row in the place.
I saw no more in the house as I mounted my horse and rode to town for the assistance of the
police. The conduct of the men was riotous, and their language violent and threatening. I was
terrified, and so was every one in the house. I identify the three prisoners as a portion of the
party concerned in the outrage. The prisoner William Smith had a double-barrel gun, and I
saw him cock it and bindle it in such a way as to induce me to believe that he was ready to
do any mischief. The prisoner William Hatfield, after drinking his wine, threw his glass on the
floor and broke it. The prisoner Thomas Grant, was amongst the party, but I did not notice
anything particular in his conduct.
James Fitzgerald deposed, I am groom in the service of Mr. Farrell. There was a great
disturbance in my master's house last night. I went outside the house ; it was dark at the
time ; I had not been there more than a few seconds when four men armed with guns came
up to me, and one collared me, another struck me across the head with the butt end of a
gun ; I seized hold of the man and struggled with him, and whilst struggling another struck me
on the side of the head, and with the force of the blow the barrel of the gun parsed from the
stock ;-l was then on the ground, and when in that position another came up with a gun,
which he raised with both hands, and made a blow at my head ; I raised my arm to protect
my head, and the hammer of the lock struck my arm and inflicted a wound, from the effects
of which I soon became exhausted, and lay helpless, in which condition I received several
other blows, wounds, and cuts, about the head and face; I cannot identify the prisoners as
being the persons who attacked me. (The witness' face was greatly disfigured from injuries
received, and his arm was swollen frightfully.)
The foregoing evidence was fully corroborated by the witnesses. A witness named Doyle,
residing on the Beach road, deposed that on the previous night his 'house was attacked by
the three prisoners, and he himself assaulted by them, he was positive as to their identity ;
they took nothing from the house. This testimony was confirmed by the evidence of Mr.
Gleeson, the witness's father-in-law. The prisoners were all committed for trial.
UNQUOTE
Henry Charles became an Alderman (Macarthur Ward) of the Melbourne City Council in October
1856, but he died the following year on 10th August 1857 at just c. 41 years old. His wife Jane died
at Sandridge on 23rd June 1860, aged 46.
In 1869, Letters of Administration were granted to “William Robertson, the younger, of Wooling, near
Gisborne, ..., farmer, one of the executors of the will of Jane Farrell deceased the widow and
adminisitratrix of the said Henry Charles Farrell, deceased, and one of the guardians of the infant
children of the said Henry Charles Farrell and Jane Farrell.” We have no information of the
relationship of William Robertson with the Farrells, nor of the identity of the children who were “infant”
at that time.
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SECTION FIVE - GENERATIONS -3, -2 AND -1
The Noble family.47
John Noble and Sarah Ann (Eales) Noble were the maternal grand-parents of Eileen Farrell.
William Noble and Jane (Gray) Noble were the parents of John Noble, and also direct ancestors
of Eileen Farrell (and of us).

Jane (Gray) Noble and William Noble - restored paintings in the possession of Patrick Carracher

The Nobles arrived in successive waves from Ireland during the mid 1800s, the parental home of (-3.
G.) William Noble and ( -3. H.) Jane (Gray) Noble being at Newtown-Stewart in the Parish of
Ardstraw, County Tyrone in Northern Ireland—the Noble family had been living in Northern Ireland
for three centuries to that time. William’s father has been traced as George Noble but there is no
other information about him, other than that he had another son, John, William’s brother.48
In Pigot & Co directory of 1824, William (born 1792) is listed there as one of 10 persons in the
category of “Nobility, Gentry and Clergy”, with the entry “Noble Wm. Esq. Deer-park”. Deer-park,
now designated an area of scientific interest, has a short road leading to it on the western edge of

47

Some significant and detailed research work about the Noble family communicated to us by Helen
MacDonald has been provided in a genealogical study dated April 1980, called “NOBLES OF GEELONG 1841-1980" by
the late Freda Noble (née Moore), who was married to Russell D’Esterre Noble, a grandson of John Noble's brother, James.
48

Helen MacDonald has found considerable information of John, William’s brother, this emanating from one
of his descendants. Interesting though this line of descent certainly is, we have not included it in this history.
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the town. In 1833, he was listed in the “Tithe Applotment Book”49 for the Parish with the address of
Mill Street, Newtownstewart in the centre of the town, the street now forming part of the present A5
and renamed as Strabane Road. This is listed on another site as No. 6 Mill Street (north side), being
William’s residence and a school, where presumably William was the schoolmaster.
During the Irish troubles (possibly in one of the various
skirmishes following the Irish Rebellion of 1798), William
apparently lost one of his arms, shot off in fighting. His
occupation is recorded as a surveyor (to the Earl of
Charlemont’s estate) and also a school teacher, and Jane and
he appear to have been financially comfortable and their
children well educated.
Jane died at Newtownstewart on 29th April 1855 at age 53, by
which time several of their children (James, George, Mary
Jane, William and John) had already migrated to Australia.
William, the father, then followed them in 1856 on board the
ship “Lightning”, taking with him his youngest son Charles who
was then just 15 years old. One daughter, Rebecca, married
(James Sullivan) and also moved to Australia, but we have no
knowledge of what became of the remaining daughter
Margaret.
attempted restoration of William’s
George(2) returned to his birthplace, Ireland, on a visit, and Digitally
painting held by Patrick Carracher.
was responsible for this inscription on his mother’s grave (at
St Eugene’s, Newtownstewart):

“To the memory of Jane Gray/Noble, wife of William Noble, who departed this life the 29 April
1855 aged 53 years [poem]. Erected by her son George Noble on a visit to his native town
Newtownstewart October 1859".
William died on 13th February 1864 at Geelong, aged 72.

William and Jane’s children were:
James

See below at page 57 (-2. F.)

Charles (1)

Twin brother of James, born 1821 and died at about age 18 in c. 1839.

George (1)

Died young

Neale

Died young

Mary Jane

Born 1825, arrived in Geelong from Cootehill, Cavan in 1848 with brothers
John and William. In the same year of arrival, she married Henry Ashmore
and the couple had five children:
Eliza (born 1854),

49

This was a register of properties subject to (unpopular) taxation contributing to the funds of the Church
of Ireland.
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George (born 1857),
Jane (born 1858, married W B Duffield and had two sons, William and
Herbert),
Alice (born 1862), and
James (no information).
They lived in or near Torquay (Victoria). Died 1908.

William

See below at page 62 (-2. G.)

John

See below at page 67 (-2. C.)50

George (2)

Born 1831, George arrived in Victoria on 7th August 1849 on “Royal George”.
The passenger list showed him as 17 years old, a labourer from Rostran (or
Rostian?), Tyrone. After arrival in Geelong, he was in partnership first with
brother John in Malop Street but that was dissolved sometime later, and then
with Thomas Keam (the brother of the wife of William Noble, George’s
brother).
In 1853, the pair took over William’s business of grocers and wine and spirits
merchants, having stores in Geelong (Moorabool Street) and in Ballarat,
catering largely for the new immigrants, mainly gold seekers. This lasted until
1854 when it was disposed to Lineham Parks & Co.
George apparently had married (name unknown) soon after his arrival in
Geelong but was separated in or before 1855.
As seen above, he returned to Newtownstewart in Northern Ireland in 1859 but
subsequently he moved to 57 Oswald Street in Glasgow, Scotland where he
became a “commission agent”, and/or a “Mining Prospector”. As recorded in
John Noble’s family bible, he died on 30th March 1897 and was buried in
Sighthill Cemetery, Town Head, Glasgow. The death certificate showed that
he was then a “pauper formerly a bill poster” and married to Anne Cook. The
couple had at least one child, a daughter who married and became Jane
Hillhynes (who produced later offspring).

Margaret

Born 1833

Rebecca

Born 1836, married James Sullivan, and apparently moved to Victoria,
Australia since she died in 1914 in South Melbourne.

Charles (2)

Born 1841, arrived (with father William) in Victoria c. 1856, married Sophia
Ann Lugg. Charles died at age 27 on 27th July 1868.
Two children:
Amelia Jane Grey (Mimmie) born 21st November 1865, brought up by
(Uncle) James at “Charlemont” after Charles’ death,
a baby daughter called Evaline.

50

We have been fortunate to have received much assistance from Patrick Carracher who is a descendant
from Lillias Maude (Noble) Livingstone (qv). Patrick has made an extensive study of his antecedents and in particular of
the Noble family. We are indebted for his having made available to us much information resulting from his researches. He
also has in his care John and Sarah Anne Noble’s Family Bible from 1855. In this, there are records of births, marriages
and deaths.
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The arrivals in Australia of so many of our antecedents from Ireland coincide with two events: a) the
Irish Famine which lasted from 1845 to 1852 and which resulted in a diaspora of a total of about one
million Irish emigrating (and about the same number dying), and b) the Victorian Gold Rush, for about
10 years from 1851, which was to prove of much advantage particularly to the Noble brothers in their
initial commercial activities on their arrival in the Colony.
We have more specific information of James, William, and John (direct line ancestor of Eileen) and
also of John’s wife Sarah (Eales) Noble:

-2 F.

James Noble
Born:

1821 at Newtown-Stewart, Co Tyrone (Ulster)

Died:

1897

Occupation:

Storekeeper/grazier

Status:

Married on 9th March 1844 to Sarah Jane Caldwell. Eight children
James at age 19-20, was the first to emigrate to
Australia, arriving in Melbourne on board the
“Ferguson” on 12th January 1841 with reportedly
just five shillings in his pocket.51 This was just
two years after his twin brother, Charles, had
died. He soon established himself in business
(probably as a storekeeper) in Corio Street,
Geelong.
Freda Noble notes:

James Noble, a painting we restored by computer from the
badly dilapidated original. Thanks to Patrick Carracher.

“James Noble had a substantial grocery
business, had a bakery as a side-line.
Nap de la Ray came from Melbourne and
opened a bakery, reducing the price of a
four pound loaf of bread from 10 pence
to 7 pence. James bought the Corio
Street bakery of Charles Ruffle, awaited
a favourable opportunity for a master
stroke, then suddenly reduced the four
pound loaf to four pence. As if that was
not enough, he added a message to all
regular customers informing them that he
would bake their dinners for them every
day ‘gratis’. This campaign ended the
price war. Exit - Nap de la Ray.”52

51

Sources: Freda Noble and also “Torquay Museum Without Walls” (torquayhistory.com). More likely
however, especially in the light of his almost immediate commercial success after arriving in Geelong, he had more capital
resources, possibly funded by his parents, he being the (remaining) eldest child.
52

This was reported in the Geelong Advertiser on 2nd September 1844.
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He apparently did well and was sufficiently prominent in the local society to become in 1850 an
alderman of Geelong’s first Town Council. At some time in his life, he also became a JP. By 1852,
he had a two-storey shop and dwelling in Malop Street, and then in 1854 had another property, in
Fyans Street, thought to be used as a bakery (possibly as referred to by Freda Noble in the excerpt
above).
He married Sarah Jane Caldwell on 9th March 1844, she being also from Northern Ireland, Co
Armagh, (born 7th August 1839, a dairymaid from Kilmore), arriving in Australia on 27th September
1839. The couple produced six sons and two daughters:
James William, born 1845, married Anastasia Norman and had a son James Norman and a
daughter, Nancy. Anastasia apparently died whilst the children were young, in the mid 1880s;
James W died in 1892.
John Charles, born 19th February 1847, married a) Mary Ann Flack of Ballan (born 8th
November 1852) on 27th July 1873, but she died on 28th August 1874 (aged 21) after birth of
a son Charles Albert on 18th August 1874, and b) Camilla Atkins (born c. 1863) on 25th
February 1879 (died May 1923).53 When John Charles died, at Geelong on 8th September
1938 at age 91, “The Argus” advised he left four sons and three daughters. It was also said:
“He was born in Geelong, and was the son of Mr. James Noble, a storekeeper. After
leaving Geelong College, Mr. Noble was for five years in the service of the
Commercial Bank of Australia, at Ballan. He then took over his father’s 12,000-acre
grazing property at Modewarre, where he remained until his retirement...”
Robert (1), died in infancy, 1850-1.
Jane Grey, born 1854, died at Geelong 1938 (following which, there was a dispute over her
Estate valued at £10,000 which she willed to her Executor rather than to members of the
family).
George Cornelius, born 1856, married Fanny Allen MacMullen on 14th December 1881,54 died
1933 at Freshwater Creek, three sons: Allen, Ian (? Jock) McMullen Noble (d. 1891), William
Robert McMullen Noble (d. 1899).
Lillian Amelia, born 1858, died on 21st November 1938 (unwed).
53

A daughter, Polly Amelia died aged 5 from being accidentally burned.

54

The following item is contained in a description of “Angahook” homestead at Airey’s Inlet (see
http://www.aireys-inlet.net.au/history.html):
“The Shire of Winchelsea rate books do not give a clear picture as to when ‘Angahook’ was actually built. It is
thought that Thomas B. Pearse started the homestead’s construction around 1862. A nearby quarry supplied stone
for the building’s construction. Tom Pearse died from hepatitis in 1862. After this, his wife Martha continued to work
the property with Robert McConachy until her death in l870. Robert then sold ‘Angahook’ and moved to a 270 acre
property at Mirnee - to the west of Winchelsea. John Rout Hopkins took over the pre-emptive right and rented the
homestead to Geelong wine merchant WiIliam McMullen in conjunction with his son William and George Cornelius
Noble. They eventually bought the homestead and surrounding eight acres. Hopkins subdivided the remainder of
the pre-emptive right into five acre blocks and town allotments. Over the years he gradually released these for sale
under the name of ‘Eagle Hawk Estate’. George Noble in 1881 married William McMullen’s daughter Fanny and
the homestead property eventually came to the Noble name. By 1927 the homestead site was consolidated and
included original lots 1/11 sect 28. In 1978 part of this land was subdivided into 35 blocks. The original homestead
was destroyed on Ash Wednesday 1983. Descendants of the Noble family still live on part of the original
‘Angahook’ homestead site. There are two large Norfolk Island Pine trees that survived the 1983 fires that still mark
the spot of the homestead.”
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Robert Washington, born unknown date, married Susan MacMullen (sister of Fanny) in 1869,
no family, died 1944. Robert eventually came into possession of “Charlemont” (see later) but
had to sell the property due to debts.
Frederick Leonard, born 25th April 1862, died at Charlemont on 18th January 1890 (unwed).
A death notice for daughter Jane Grey on 6th December 1938 shows her as "daughter of the late
James and Caroline Noble". Likewise the death notice for Lillian Amelia shows her parents as “the
late James and Clara Noble”. We can only assume that “Caroline” and “Clara” were family name
diminutives for Sarah Jane.

Connewarre55
On the Bellarine Peninsula, there is a lake, Lake Connewarre. It empties into the sea at Barwon
Heads via the Barwon River which before reaching the lake flows through Geelong. Although fairly
large, the lake is not one of the world’s fairest but is an excellent wetlands site for wildlife.
In the 1840s, James Noble went into partnership with close friend William Burrow (Mayor of Geelong)
and bought 100 acres of land on the south western side, using it for fishing and shooting. He
presumably also had his home there or in the vicinity since in 1850 he became foundation president
of the Connewarre Roads Board.56
Then in 1855, he had a stone cottage built on the land, subsequently extended with five more rooms,
and this was called “Charlemont”, named after one of the shipwrecks in the area.
Later, he purchased more land in the vicinity south west of Connewarre—at Modewarre (another
lake) and inland from Anglesea. This was presumably the property called “Glentree“, a 1200 acre
grazing property which his son John Charles took over. He also purchased a property called “Big
Marsh”, at 371-399 Lake Road, Connewarre and this consisted of a large acreage of farming land.
He continued to trade in land acquisitions and disposals, around Modewarre, “Swampy Creek” 57 off
the Anglesea River, and also building blocks in the present Anglesea township area. At one stage,
he had a vineyard. He also had property in Queensland and New South Wales.
In 1875, he was still at Connewarre and his occupation was described as “grazier”. However in that
year, his house at Swampy Creek was destroyed by bush-fire, at an uninsured cost of £400.

55

The name "Connewarre" is the aboriginal name for the Black Swan, these were in huge numbers on Lake
Connewarre, which the Barwon River flows through on its way to the sea. It is also the site where in the year 1803 an
escaped convict, William Buckley known as wild white man, a man of huge stature was found unconscious by the aborigines
alongside an aboriginal chief's grave. They claimed that he had died black fellow and jumped up white fellow. He was
succoured and lived with the tribe for some thirty-two years and when found by white men could no longer speak his mother
tongue and had sunk to the level of a savage. There is a well at Breamlea known as Buckleys well and a cave on the Bluff
at Barwon Heads known as Buckleys Cave. It is he who some say was the person in the expression “Buckley’s chance”.
56

The Roads Boards were not just responsible for roads but were the local unitary authority, many later
evolving into the area council.
57

Swampy Creek is the present-day Anglesea—a somewhat more attractive name!
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Lake Connewarre, from “Melaluka”, in 2014.

By 1882, he is recorded as having the following holdings:
3
20
80
1792
1486

acres at Barwon Heads Road, Belmont;
acres and house at Connewarre;
acres and house at Connewarre;
acres at Bream Creek;
acres at Connewarre.
In 1883-84, the land at Big
Marsh, presumably last in this
list, was leased to a third party
so it would seem James had
then retired. It is recorded that
he then lived at “Claremont”,
143 Noble Street, Geelong.
Nevertheless “Charlemont”
remained within the family and
was latterly occupied by James’
son Robert Washington, who
by accounts seemed to be a
gambling wastrel and who
eventually sold the property in
1908.

“Claremont” in 2014

James was undoubtedly a
prominent citizen in the Geelong area and we understand that Noble Street in Geelong is named after
him. Similarly, there are Noble Streets in Barwon Heads and in Anglesea, which may have been
named after James or others of the family.
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He was a director (in 1865) of the first Geelong woollen mill: Victorian Woollen and Cloth
Manufacturing Co Ltd and also of the Geelong Meat Preserving Company in 1871 (but that ended
in 1874 at a loss). He was also a director of the Commercial Bank of Australia (Yarra Street,
Geelong), and trustee of Geelong Vineyard Company (sold after 5 years at a loss). He was evidently
also one of the trustees winding up the Geelong and Western District Insurance Company, in 1875.58
In later life he renewed his connections with the municipal community by accepting the office of
honorary Geelong auditor, this following discovery there of corporation frauds.
He has been described (by Freda Noble) as a religious zealot (an Orangeman). He was certainly a
staunch supporter of the Church of England, despite having married in a Presbyterian church.
He died on 9th May 1897 (aged 76).
Of the five Noble brothers who left Northern Ireland and went to Geelong, James was the patriarchal
figure making a solid base for the subsequent arrivals, not just of his brothers but of his father and
sister and other relatives. At their house “Charlemont”, Sarah and he presided over an extended
family, catering and caring for others within the Noble clan, viz nieces and grandchildren.

Source: Patrick Carracher.
The reference in the last sentence is to Russell d’Esterre Noble, husband of Freda Noble who provided a
family-tree (mentioned elsewhere herein).

58

The trustees wrote a letter of apology, published in the Argus, to a local solicitor for alleged libel, and paid
him £50 in recompense.
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William Noble
Born:

1827

Died:

5th December 1881, drowned in the Maribyrnong River, Melbourne (age 55)

Occupation:

Provisions merchant (grocer) / insurance traveller

Status:

Married Emma Keam in Christ Church, Geelong on 25th November 1851.
Eleven children, at least five of whom surviving infancy:
Alfred Claude
Agnes Emma

Frederick William
Anna Jane
Ellen Leila Gray
Amy Blanche
William Harold
Mabel Amelia
Francis Edward
Ernest Byron
Edith May

27th August 1854 (baptised), Geelong - 16th December
1884
29th December 1856 (baptised) - 1927, married on 29th
January 1907 (at age 50) John Hart, who was the son
of his mother’s second husband (see below)
25th November 1859 (baptised) - 28th January 1860,
died at 10 weeks
9th April 1861(baptised), Geelong - 1901, married
Alexander Lowenstein in 1881
24th January 1863 (baptised) - 19th June 1864, died at
17 months
1865, Geelong - 1875
1867, Geelong - 1873
17 May 1870 (baptised), Geelong - ?
24th January 1872 (baptised) - ?
16th May 1874 (baptised) - 2nd April 1894
14th Jul 1877 (baptised), Geelong - 28th June 1972,
married Peter Ernest Keam (doubtless a relative within
her mother’s family)

It is also worth describing the life in Australia, of William, John’s brother, who migrated with him to
Geelong in 1848. It seems that all the four eldest siblings (James, George, William and John) were
successful in business, at least in their early days in Australia.
In Geelong, William married Emma Keam,59 an internet
source suggesting on 25th November 1851 at Christ Church,
Geelong. Emma was then just sixteen years old, the
daughter of Peter Keam from St Austell, Cornwall, England,
who had migrated in 1849 as a widower with eight children
including Emma. William and Emma produced eleven
children as shown above, relentlessly a baby every two to
three years.
William, the son of William, began by becoming a director of
a building society in 1850 and also by trading from a place in
Moorabool Street Geelong, as a wines and spirits merchant.
An advertisement dated 1st July 1852 was placed in several
issues of the Melbourne Argus, up to about September of

59

Parents: Peter Richard Keam and Emma Geach.
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that year, inviting “Gold Diggers” to buy his port, sherry, brandy, rum, and gin (this of course being
at the time of the gold rush in Victoria).
It is worthy of mention that:
“The discovery of gold in Victoria caused dramatic increases in population and social
upheaval. The population of Geelong almost tripled from 1851 to 1857. Some 3,700
immigrants arrived in Geelong in 1853, not all intent on seeking gold, but needing
provisions, accommodation and work. A huge trail of fortune seekers was lured to the
goldfields of nearby Ballarat.”60
William disposed of the business in 1853, to his brother George (qv above) and to his brother-in-law
Thomas Keam, who both in partnership extended the business, with premises also in Ballarat.
William’s subsequent occupation to 1859 is unknown but probably he continued as a grocer, it being
said that the “businesses of the [four Noble] brothers moved and changed hands at a rapid rate,
reflecting the feverish activity of the gold rush.”61
William had been living in “Woodbine Cottage”, Autumn Street, in West Geelong and this appears
to have been a fairly substantial residence or as so-implied in a block advertisement (Geelong
Advertiser, 13th November 1854) when it was sold at auction on 16th November 1854. In that
advertisement, it was explained that William “is about to retire to his sylvan retreat, the bank of lovely
Connewarre”. This was “Melaluka” which he presumably was in the process of purchasing. He had
bought this latter property in the same year for £35, and on which he erected a residence.
Near to Leopold and to the
east of Geelong, this is on
the north side of Lake
Connewarre, on the other
side and some distance
away from his eldest
brother James’ house in
Connewarre. It occupies
land bordering the lake,
including a long-fingered
promontory facing south
(the property looking a little
like the shape of Florida in
USA) and can be seen in
the picture on page 59.

“Melaluka” in 2014

A (Heritage) website
shows
the
name
“ Me l aleuc a” at 221
Matthews Road, Leopold,
with this description:62

60

From: http://zades.com.au/gandd/images/stories/pdfs/InsolventThomasGeachKEAM.pdf

61

Ibid.

62

http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/places/heritage/21623
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'Melaleuca' erected in 1854 for William Noble is a single storey rendered brick building
with slate roof with unusual paired eaves brackets. The recessed entry porch and
quoining to entry, and series of French doors, place this building in the Regency style
in the Regency style and therefore of great architectural interest in Victoria. The doors
are a similar design to 'Carlyle', although the shutters have been removed. The house
is enhanced by its remnants of an early garden. The building is a distinctive work of
the innovative Geelong architectural firm of Snell & Prowse.

Just two years later,1856, he tried to sell a property—presumably this same property, which was
described by the agent as “The very Cream of CONNEWARRE”, at auction. The advertisement in
the Argus describes a large brick three-bedroom house with a number of farm buildings and
outhouses, and some 88 acres of “rich agricultural land” (but must be a printer’s error and should
show 38 acres).
However, no sale eventuated and in 1858, the property was again advertised for sale, by private
contract, this time the land area was shown as 38 acres. The property was confirmed as sold in April
1859, it fetching the sum of £1,600. The house (considerably extended and spelled “Melaleuka”) and
property remain today and there is also a Melaluka Road, adjacent to Matthews Road.
William, apparently moved back to Geelong (Fyans Street)63 in about 1857, and in 1859 he obtained
a liquor and grocer’s licence for a shop at 15 Great Ryrie Street, Geelong. An advertisement in the
Geelong Advertiser of 1st May 1869 proclaimed:

William Noble and Company. Great Ryrie Street.
New Season’s Teas in Chests, Halves and Boxes.
The undersigned have a large and complete assortment of the best New Season’s
Teas, Sugars, Oilman’s Stores, Provisions, Dried Fruit, Tobaccoes, Liverpool
Salt, Flour, etc, etc, also Bottled Stout and Ale, Wines and Spirits, Cordials and
Colonial Wines.
All the best quality and will be sold at the lowest figures.

The business continued until 22nd October 1874, but then it was assigned to the Australasian
Mercantile Mutual Association Ltd, in trust for the benefit of creditors.
In 1875 William was living in Melbourne and still described as a grocer. This information comes from
a notice in the Argus (12th November 1875) of probate being granted to James Noble, “grazier” and
to William Noble, “formerly of Geelong and now of Melbourne, ... grocer” as executors of a Will (for
Henry Ashmore, a farmer of Jan Juc, near Torquay, south of the Bellarine Peninsula and who was
the husband of Mary Jane Noble, one of John and William’s sisters). There was also a notice
published in the Argus earlier that year (27th January 1875) listing "Dividends" payable to the
Australasian Mercantile Mutual Association Ltd, and this included the entry: "Wm. Noble, Geelong,
grocer, final", presumably relating to his grocery business in Ryrie Street. Perhaps William moved
from Geelong to Melbourne only that year.

63

But see the inset item on page 60; William and his brothers seem to have occupied a number of properties

at different times.
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It has also been established that a daughter, Edith May Noble, was born in Melbourne in 1877
(although apparently baptised in Geelong), with Emma then being about 42.
A notice in “The Age” on 1st November 1880 OF NEW INSOLVENTS reported:
“William Noble, of Miller-street, West Melbourne, grocer. Causes of insolvency:
Losses in business, want of employment, and having had to pay heavy interest on
borrowed money. Liabilities £345 5s; assets £80; deficiency £265 5s. Mr Halfey,
assignee.”
We know a little more of William from an Inquest Notice published in the Argus on 12th December
1881, he having died from drowning in the Maribyrnong River (large winding river, then called
Saltwater River, flowing through Melbourne and which combines with the Yarra River near the outflow
into Port Phillip Bay). It reads:
FOUND DROWNED
Mr Candler held an inquest at Maribyrnong on Friday, on the body of William
Noble, which was found floating in the Saltwater River near Maribyrnong meat works
on Thursday last. It appeared that deceased was about 55 years of age, and had
recently been engaged as traveller for an insurance company. He lived in West
Melbourne, and left his home on Monday morning last in his usual health. As he did
not return his family became alarmed and informed the police of his disappearance.
Nothing was heard of him, however, until Thursday morning, when his body was
found floating in the Saltwater River by a driver named John Ludwig. He had been
in the habit of drinking occasionally, but had never exhibited signs of unsoundness of
mind. Dr. Murkett, of Footscray, had made a post-mortem examination, and
pronounced death to have resulted from drowning. The jury brought in a verdict of
found drowned, with no evidence to show how he got into the water.
In John Noble’s family bible, an entry shows that he “was drowned in the river, near Maribyrnong
Meat Works, Footscray, during the severe storm that was experienced on Monday night the 5th
December 1881. His body was found floating in the river on Thursday 8th Decr.” Whether his death
was a result of an accident or of suicide is unclear.
The Inquest Notice indicates he had a family at his home in West Melbourne, this presumably
consisting of his wife Emma and some of their children (most likely including Agnes and Edith).
It also seems that we can conclude his grocery business in Geelong had failed or had been wound
up and he had only just taken up the occupation of insurance salesman/inspector—possibly in
desperation since we know nothing of any previous occupation after his move to Melbourne. Not a
happy end to a life which may have been expected to have turned out better in the light of his earlier
achievements after arriving in Australia—by an account,64 he had earlier prospered with a flourishing
grocery business and was reputed once to be worth £15,000.65

64

Town talk, Geelong Advertiser, 10 December 1881.

65

On the basis of a multiplying factor of 110, this in present-day values is about A$1,650,000.
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A little more is known of Emma’s subsequent life. On 25th November 1884, she married 59 year-old
William Hart,66 a wealthy and influential businessman and parliamentarian, of “Bifrons”,67 High Street,
Launceston in Tasmania, where they both continued to live. For them both, it was a second
marriage.
It was there that Edith May, the youngest daughter of William (Noble) and Emma, must have met
Peter Ernest Keam (presumably a distant relative of Emma), since the two subsequently married, in
1905 at the Methodist Church, Paterson Street, Launceston.
Emma’s eldest daughter,
Agnes Emma, had apparently
also accompanied her mother
to Launceston and lived at
“Bifrons”. At the mature age of
50, she married John Hart who
was one of William Hart’s four
sons by his previous marriage
(to Mary Huysey).
Emma died in 1931 (William
Hart having died in
1904—leaving considerable
wealth, including 19 farming
properties).
“Bifrons” in 2014

66

See http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/A040404b.htm

67

A large mansion, now converted to serviced apartments, which was twice raided by bushrangers in the

1800s.
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John Noble — Eileen’s maternal grandfather
Born:

27th February 1829 at Newtownstewart in the parish of Ardstraw, Co Tyrone,
Ireland (baptised 8th March 1829 in the Church of England)

Died:

14th July 1906 at Geelong

Occupation:

Prior to arriving in Australia, shoemaker. Then a grocer, commission agent,
valuator, and general merchant.

Status:

Married on 20th January 1853 to Sarah Ann Eales, at Christ Church, Geelong.
Nine children (plus two adopted children).
John Noble travelled to Australia, at age 19, with his elder brother
William (21) and sister Mary Jane (probably aged 23 but ship’s
manifest records “20"), on the ship “Sir Edward Parry”, the men’s
occupation each being recorded as “Shoemaker”, from Cavan,
and Mary Jane recorded as a “house-servant” from “Coothill”
[sic—now Cootehill], Cavan. It seems the three siblings had
already moved from their parents’ home at Newtonstewart, Parish
of Ardstraw in Co Tyrone before embarkation for Australia. They
arrived in Melbourne on 20th January 1848, the ship having left
Plymouth on 5th October 1847. They were assisted immigrants (ie
assisted financially by the Victorian Government) and joined their
eldest brother James who, as described above, had already
migrated there.
The “Sir Edward Parry” was an emigrant ship, carrying a large
number of children, mainly female, to join their parents in
Australia. John, William and Mary Noble were all regarded as
“children”, as is shown in the extract at left from the Melbourne
“Argus”.

The voyage from England was eventful from a near mutiny by the
crew. On board, Captain Freeman had decreed that none of the
crew could have “intercourse” (presumably meaning conversation)
with any of the female passengers but one crew-member
persisted in doing so and was put in irons. Ten of the remaining
crew protested and threatened the Captain. However, nothing
more mutinous occurred until after the Nobles and others had
disembarked at Port Phillip and until the ship was on its way out
of Hobson’s Bay. The crew disobeyed orders and were confined to the forecastle whilst the officers,
boys and some of the remaining emigrants worked the ship to its destination of Sydney.
Younger brother, George(2), followed the trio of siblings to Australia the next year. Both William and
John seemed to make early good strides in establishing themselves as successful businessmen,
John more so of the two.
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John had property in Geelong at Moorabool Street and Malop Street from 1850, then lived at newly
completed and substantial mansion “Barwon Bank”,68 35 Riversdale Road, Chilwell, Newtown,
Geelong from about 1856 to 1858, having married Sarah Eales in 1853 and in 1854 becoming an
alderman of Geelong Town Council. John and Sarah are of course, the grandparents of Eileen (and
are our direct ancestors). Barwon Bank was built of basalt in the Regency style between 1853 and
1856 for local solicitor John Alexander Gregory. It boasted 18 rooms and a large garden and was
considered the finest home in Victoria in its day.

Front of “Barwon Bank”, in 2014

Rear aspect (overlooking the Barwon River) of “Barwon Bank”, in 2014

From there he apparently went to what was variously called Barwon Crescent or Barwon Avenue, this
being an estate quite close to Barwon Bank and occupied by a number of well-heeled residents,
where son John Albert was born to “Mrs John Noble at her residence” in 1854. It was quite a large
property and grounds, the house, described as a “cottage” having six rooms. It was advertised for
sale on 21st August 1855 but it seems no sale then eventuated.
When Clara Louise was born, 23rd November 1855, the birth notice showed “... at her residence,
Castleton Dale, Mrs. John Noble of a daughter”.

68

“Barwon Bank', erected 1853-56, is an important early Victorian mansion house and one of few
documented works in Victoria of the virtually unknown, but accomplished architect, Thomas R. Yabsley. Upon completion
in 1856, this comparatively rare example of the colonial regency style mansion in Victoria was considered to be "the finest
specimen of architecture in the Western District". John Gregory, a noted Geelong solicitor, occupied the mansion only until
1856; later occupants were associated with Barwon River industries”. - from the website of the Victorian Heritage Council.
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The property was eventually sold on 6th April 1859 because John Noble was “about to leave the
colony”.69 As listed in a later advertisement, 600 acres of land, Oaklands Estate, Bream Creek (near
Barwon Heads) were put up for sale, and some property/land at Thomsons Creek, near Paraparap
(south-west of Geelong, inland from Torquay). There is no evidence of his leaving Australia at that
time but perhaps, this was when he was obtaining holdings further north, in Queensland (see below).
During this period, he evidently prospered with a grocery and wines and spirits store in Malop Street
West in the centre of Geelong, called the Miner’s Warehouse, especially provisioning prospecting
gold miners and others travelling to and at the “diggings” up-country, mainly at Ballarat. He retired
in 1856, the property and fittings being auctioned during February and March of that year. The
business is described as “the large grocery shop of J. and G. Noble in Malop-street”70 which would
seem to indicate that brother George was once a partner. John explained later that he retired from
the business “to recruit my health and to steer clear of the crisis which I saw coming on in Victoria.”71
John Noble, then just 27, must have been reasonably affluent, with investments in land and in mining
shares and doubtless more. It was an extraordinary achievement, he having built his wealth in only
8 years from the time he had arrived in the colony in 1848. Doubtless, the contemporaneous
Victorian gold-rush assisted his prosperity.
The gold rush72
Geelong became the gateway to the Victorian goldfields. At Ballarat, gold was found in September
1851 and John Noble was there within a couple of days chancing his good fortune, doubtless with
many others, at prospecting in the area (Poverty Point as it was known but then renamed as Golden
Point thereafter). He apparently fared reasonably well but soon returned to Geelong, setting up what
may have been a more profitable carting business for the mining traffic to and from the Ballarat and
other goldfields, together with the provisioning store in Geelong as noted above.
Later, December 1854, the battle at Eureka Stockade found John Noble in Ballarat at the nearby Bath
Hotel and he arrived at the site within an hour or so of the end of the battle73. He also took some
credit (justifiably or not) for easing the tensions following it, through lobbying members of the judiciary
staying at the hotel.
After the surface and alluvial gold had been removed, it remained for deep mining to be undertaken
and a number of stock companies were established for this purpose. John was of course much
interested (along, it appears, with most of the populace). With stock holdings in various gold mines
in Victoria and further afield, he and the Nobles, particularly brother James, were significant
participants. One of the larger mines was the “Band of Hope” in which not just the brothers were
shareholders but also the whole of John’s family. On the next page is a banner or chart produced
by the Company.

69

“Geelong Advertiser”

70

This came from a correspondent to the Melbourne Argus, published on 19th September 1855, describing
an earthquake in the area which gave rise to some consternation.
71

Written in 1867, whilst in New York. See later discussion.

72

As unearthed for us by the redoubtable Patrick Carracher.

73

It is recorded “From the first shot, the attack lasted barely 15 minutes. Twenty four diggers were killed
or died of their wounds.”
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The mine was a prodigious success, as was another: “Break o’ Day” of which John was one of the
promoters. In total, the speculative investments appear to have been the main contributor to John’s
financial success as well as to others of the family.
He was active in social and civic affairs in Geelong, was a Founder (in 1856, the year he retired from
the Miners Warehouse business) of the Matthew Flinders National Grammar School, then for boys,
and present-day becoming the Matthew Flinders Girls Secondary College. He was also an active
member of Christ Church Geelong, and was a Freemason.
As a general merchant, John had travelled between and buying property in Victoria, New South
Wales and Queensland. One of his interests appears to have been exchanging plants and birds
between his holdings in the different colonies!

From The Brisbane Courier, Saturday 6 May 1865
ROCKHAMPTON
(From the Bulletin, May 2.)
A NOVEL export will be made this morning by the Clarence. Messrs. Fyfe and Noble, with very
commendable public spirit, take with them a number of piebald geese, scrub turkeys, (Talegallas), and
a caseful of other birds, natives of Queensland, which they intend to present to the Acclimatisation
Society of Victoria, and to Mr. Austin of Barwon Park. From this gentleman they expect to get a
considerable number of pheasants, which they will bring up on their return, and which they hope to
acclimatise in the northern districts of this colony. The example shown by these gentlemen is worthy of
all praise, and the attempt to acclimatise the pheasant is very praiseworthy and deserving of success.
These birds came from the well-known collection of Mr. McGregor, of the Ulster Arms Hotel, and their
excellent condition shows they have been under careful and intelligent management.

John then became involved with the same person called Fyfe as quoted in the block above,74 in a
partnership (Fyfe, Hamersley & Noble) owning a “station” (ie large land property used for sheep
farming) at Rockhampton in Queensland, and this turned out to be a duplicitous enterprise with John
claiming to have been what we would call the “fall guy”. The episode ostensibly blighted the rest of
his career. In essence, he found that he was being dunned for debts of the station under a
partnership agreement which allowed unlimited joint and several liability, the other partners
apparently having no funds to contribute.
Hasty flight
The financial and legal implications appeared so serious, for John to decide to flee the country
(leaving his wife and children behind) on 20th October 1865, his first destination being “his native
land”.75 He travelled to London on Brunel’s “Great Britain”, taking with him his eldest son, John
Albert, incognito as Mr and Master Taylor.
His subsequent movements are not clear, but he was in Bonn, Germany in the winter of 1866 up to
and including March of that year, and then in August 1866 was in New York. He also received a
barrister’s opinion in/from Ireland and refers to visits to England and Scotland as well. From his
writings, it seems his son was with him during these peregrinations.

74

John Noble later disputed that Fyfe had anything to do with the bird acclimatisation project.

75

As recorded in his family bible, now possessed by Patrick Carracher
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Then in (no earlier than) May 1867 he self-published in New York a lengthy treatise76 on the
Queensland partnership. This was called “Bank Disclosures and Revelations of a Bank and its
Merchants’ Victim; or, How Bank Managers and their Merchants Make Dupes in Australia.” Catchy!
It is an involved and rambling diatribe of some 59 pages,
emotionally expressed, of John’s treatment by the Union Bank
and others, and it detailed his allegations of the fraudulent
activities of his partners in the Queensland station property
and why he had to leave the country (to avoid writs being
served upon him). It was addressed to the Union Bank in
London, appealing to it to make amends for the wrongs which
John felt. We have seen no evidence of the bank responding.
The issue of 6th August 1867 of the Geelong Advertiser briefly
reported their having received a copy of the “pamphlet” and
referring to John as “like Dogberry, has had losses”77, but with
no further comment.
John had fled Australia without his wife and remainder of the
family, so as mentioned in his tract, he sent a copy of the case
to his wife for safekeeping “in the event of any thing
happening to me on my travels”, this presumably in about the
middle of 1867. In his writings, John also refers to a bailiff
having been put in his Geelong house in his absence“when his
wife was being confined”. That must have been when Sarah
Cover of “Bank Disclosures ...”
was pregnant with their youngest daughter, Lettie, who was
born in Geelong, on 16th May 1866, without John being present.
Some time later, Sarah and their remaining eight children left Australia to join John abroad on board
the clipper “The Wave of Life” departing Melbourne on 30th May 1868 (they not returning to Geelong
until early 1875). They were accompanied on the voyage by a man called Eales, who was probably
one of Sarah’s two brothers: William or John.
The Nobles were then found in Derby, England in 1871, the whole family being recorded in the 1871
England Census (2nd April) as residing at 10 North Parade, North Derby—this is part of a terraced
row near the centre of the town. John Noble (aged 42) was described as “Retired General
Merchant”—he seems to have done sufficiently well financially in his career to be able to retire so
young and travel “en famille” extensively, despite the Queensland disaster. With Sarah being of
English birth, it seems logical for them to have settled in England but we are unaware why Derby was
chosen.

76

A copy is held in the Dixson Library in Sydney and also by the State Library of Victoria (see
http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/inter/1220186.shtml )
77

Dogberry = someone with an inflated view of his own importance (from Shakespeare’s Much Ado About

Nothing).
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1871 English Census Record - Derby

Nevertheless, John himself if not with others of the family, regularly travelled between the UK and
USA, apparently four round trips, as well as to other destinations in Europe: Ireland and Britain. In
1870, his address was West 23rd Street (between Izard and Nicholas), Omaha, Nebraska.78
His visits to and stays in America were made “to assist immigration to USA and for his wife’s health”,79
yet it is doubtful whether Sarah at any time joined him there; it is most likely she and most of the
children remained in England. Indeed John later mentioned all his children had been educated in
England.
However on a visit or visits away to America after 1871 he did take his eldest son John Albert Gray
with him, presumably staying at the Omaha address, where we believe some relatives resided.
These may have been relatives (by name of Gray, the maiden name of John’s mother Jane) who had
migrated there from northern Ireland. Nevertheless John Albert Gray Noble attended a boarding
school in New York (see his entry below at page 78).
John Noble, although often travelling to and fro between England and America, seems at this time
to be putting down roots in and around Nebraska, since he appears to have purchased real estate
in Omaha and in neighbouring parts such as Sioux City and Yankton in South Dakota, and even
further afield at Chicago.

78

This does not quite fit with the present-day map. It is in an area north-west of the city centre, now built-up
but probably then at least verging on open country. Izard and Nicholas are roads running east to west and the crossing
north-south roads are numbered around 50th to 60th Streets.
79

As recorded by Freda Noble.
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Whilst abroad from Australia, John manifestly remained smarting from his treatment over the
Queensland station and was looking for reparations and presumably for restitution of his good name.
He sent an eleven-page letter to and published in the “Geelong Advertiser” on 15th June 1872,80 and
forty-four pages to the Geelong Council (30th November 1872). We have not seen these documents
and are unaware of any effect they may have had—Freda Noble writes there was none.
Recorded also by Freda Noble, John’s address in 1874-5 was 437 12th Street, Omaha, Nebraska (in
the city centre), until his departure for England on 6th August 1874. Prior to that he had sold up his
various parcels of real estate and had done the rounds in saying goodbye to friends.
The local newspaper, The Omaha Daily Bee published a laudatory (almost unctuous) article on
15 June 1874, of which below are extracts:
“John Noble is the name of an English nobleman, who has for some past resided in
Omaha, where he owned considerable property until quite recently, when he disposed
of it for $25,000 or less, with the intention of returning to his native country. When his
innumerable friends heard of this, they expressed their regret at this determination;
they endeavoured to persuade him to remain in Omaha, a city where he was so well
known and generally beloved, and for which he had done so much. As the eve of his
contemplated departure gradually but surely drew nigh, he gave a pic-nic to a few of
his most intimate friends among the ladies,—with whom he is a general
favourite,—and three or four of his warmest gentleman friends.”
“The citizens of Omaha, however, concluded to make another effort to induce Mr.
Noble to remain. Accordingly a public meeting of the citizens was called. It was
largely and enthusiastically attended, and resolutions of regret at his departure, and
of hopes that he would after all conclude to remain in Omaha, were unanimously
adopted. Mr. Noble was presented with a copy of these overwhelming resolutions,
and every paper in the city published them, as each journal was numbered among Mr.
Noble’s personal friends.”
“A grand party in honour of Mr. Noble, was also given at the residence of a friend, and
Mr. Noble there took occasion to reply to the well-worded, much-studied and
eloquently delivered speech, which was published in full in an enterprising morning
paper.”81
He certainly seems to have left his mark in the district, and further this seems to confirm he was there
without wife or family—one wonders what Sarah would have made of the above-quoted pic-nic!
After his return to England, the whole family then sailed to Geelong (as second cabin or steerage
passengers) by the clipper “Norfolk” from Plymouth, arriving on 20th January 1875. It was stated that
John Noble had left Nebraska because of Sarah Ann’s sickness, which seems to have been of a
chronic nature and which may have been one reason why she did not accompany John on any of his
American travels. The family on the “Norfolk” consisted of 10 persons, comprising John (42), Clara
(40) - this must have been a diminutive family name for Sarah Ann, Clara L (18), Lillies M (17),
Evaline (16), Frederick (14), Ada S (11), Eva C (10), Horace B (9) and Lettie A (7).

80

Strangely the month of June 1872 is not yet digitised by the National Library of Australia and not available
in “Trove” - September 2014 (or July 2018, so it may be permanently unavailable).
81

We have been unable to locate or read this published speech.
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Eldest son John Albert elected to remain in USA and, as was his wish, was adopted by another
family, probably the Noble/Gray relatives living there. It appears to have been an exchange, since
John and Sarah there adopted two children named Gray, and took them with the remainder of the
family back to Geelong (although their names do not appear on the “Norfolk’s” passenger list). As
mentioned, the family name being Gray, these were presumably descendants of John Noble’s
mother, née Jane Gray, perhaps via one of her brothers, and who had moved to Omaha.
John’s finances may well have been considerably depleted from all of his and his family’s travels
abroad, as well as from the loss arising from his Queensland property venture.
Once the family returned to Geelong, we have little information of John and Sarah’s later life, but it
is clear that soon after his return, John revived his grocery activities, trading as J. Noble & Co. in
Malop Street where they may also have resided. Several advertisements appeared in the Geelong
Advertiser; these were long and wordy (and somewhat incomprehensible) showing something of
John’s style as is also evident in his self-published “Bank Disclosures ...” book mentioned above. He
invented an advertisement character called “The Man of Destiny”, not too successfully a disguise for
himself. On a billboard he apparently included a portrait of himself in the advertisement.
However on 18th February 1879, a notice in the “Argus” called for tenders for stock and book debts
of the “TRUST ESTATE of JOHN NOBLE and Co., of Geelong, Grocers and Wine and Spirit
Merchants” to be lodged with Ecroyd and Danby, Trade Assignees.
On 7th November 1881, a fire broke out in the stable block of his premises at Malop Street, possibly
due to arson. The damage, including the loss of a horse, amounted to £25 but was uninsured (which
is surprising since John Noble was the local agent for The National Insurance Co of New Zealand
Ltd).
Then, the following account of "NEW INSOLVENTS" was published in the Melbourne “Argus”on 26th
November 1881, the business tendered for sale on 19th December 1881:
"John Noble, grocer, Geelong. Causes of insolvency—Bad debts, depression in
trade and loss by fire. Liabilities, £3,411 9s. 1d. ; assets, £3,104 7s. 10d. ;
deficiency, £307 1s. 3d."
The amounts are not paltry by the conditions of the day. Although bearing in mind John’s eventual
memorial death notice drawn in glowing terms of his "sound business methods and knowledge of
finance", the insolvency notice does seem to fit correctly into the picture. He was granted a certificate
of discharge on 6th April 1882, then being described as “late grocer”. It may be recalled that his
brother William’s grocery business had also gone under in 1875.82
The Malop Street premises were disposed of in January 1887, and the household moved to 44 Hope
Street.83 In July 1902, an advertisement in the Geelong Advertiser said: “To Let—Superior villa
residence, 9 rooms ... apply, Mrs. John Noble, 44 Hope-street, Geelong West”. That establishes the
Nobles’ address but it is not necessarily the same property as advertised to let.
In 1906 his address was still in Hope Street. In May of that year, his youngest (and reputedly
favourite) child Lettie had died (at about age 39). John himself died at age 77 on 14th July 1906 in
Geelong Hospital, the causes shown on the death certificate being “Senile Decay” and “Gangrene

82

This was at the time of the worldwide “Long Depression” which stretched from the 1870s to the 1890s.

83

House at this address rebuilt in 1920.
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of Foot”,84 the duration of which had been a “year” or “years”. His occupation was shown as
“Commission Agent” (in 1885, the marriage certificate of his daughter Evaline, our direct ancestor,
shows his occupation as “Valuator”). Perhaps he may be described as having been a once
successful general dealer or even “wheeler-dealer”.
We also have the feeling he was somewhat pompously garrulous, rather impressed by his own strong
beliefs. He was keen to impart his views to the public, with for instance on his return to Geelong
being a frequent speaker at local gatherings at the Mechanics Institute and the like. He seemed to
be particularly proud of bringing back from America a set of elk antlers (!) which he used as a prop
for some of his lectures. In his later years, he went into print with “Early Reminiscences”, a series of
articles printed in the Geelong Advertiser, of his life including involvement at the Ballarat gold mines
and his subsequent travels abroad.
Of his achievements, he is recorded as an original committee member in the prospectus of the
Geelong, Ballarat and North Western Railway Company (1854), and in 1859 was one of the prime
movers within a citizen’s committee formed to advocate cutting of the Bar across Corio Bay.85 He
was also an original volunteer member of the Geelong Fire Brigade which was formed in 1854.
Later (1878) John also was one of many sponsors of the Colonial Mutual Fire Insurance Co Ltd, and
generally it may be said John Noble was always active in civic and social affairs in Geelong, and
much respected there despite his life having been so much scarred by the Queensland debacle.
When he died in 1906 there was a newspaper memorial notice:
“Corporation flag at half mast; member of Town Council many years ago; well known
figure about town, widely respected; in early days extensive wine and spirit business
Malop Street; heart and soul into movement for cutting of the bar at entrance to Corio
Bay; valuable work to the town on council, sound business methods and knowledge
of finance very helpful; one of the original members of Geelong Volunteer Fire
Brigade; while funeral cortege in progress bell at St Paul’s tolled at intervals of a
minute.”

84

As best as we can decipher.

85

Earlier attempts had been made at this, the Bar condemning Geelong as a shallow water port, but the
Bar was not just sand but also hard rock. A South Channel was cut in 1861 to allow a 5.5 metre draft but it was abandoned
because of silting. It took 12 years from 1881-1893 to cut the present channel through a ridge of very hard limestone that
extends across the mouth of the harbour.
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Sarah Ann (Eales) Noble — Eileen’s maternal grandmother86
Born:

29th March 1832 at Greenhithe, Kent (England)

Died:

29th June 1922, at 48 Lewisham Road, Windsor (Melbourne)

Occupation:

“Millener” [sic]

Status:

Married on 20th January 1853 to John Noble, at Christ Church, Geelong. Nine
children (plus two adopted children).

Sarah’s parents were (-3. E.) William Eales and (-3. F.) Sarah (Cook) Eales who married in London
probably about 1825. She was born at Greenhithe (near Dartford) in Kent in 1832. Her father was
a shipwright and by the time Sarah was 9 years old in 1841, the family had moved to Victoria Parade
(running next to the water’s edge appropriately) at Cockington in Torquay. By the time of the 1851
Census, the family had moved to nearby
Paignton, with the then 20 year-old Sarah
Ann shown with the occupation of “Millener”.
She was the eldest child of five, her siblings
being Mary Ann (18), John (12), Martha (8),
and William who then 14 was not present at
the time of the Census.
In the same year, 1851, they all (7) migrated
to Australia as steerage passengers on
board the “Lady McNaughten” arriving at
Adelaide in September 1851, and then as
intermediate class passengers arriving in
Melbourne on 7th October.
They settled in Geelong.
Torquay (England) and Victoria Parade - c. 1890

On 20th January 1853, Sarah Ann married
John Noble, subsequently producing nine children from 1854 to 1867.
Also, on 31st December 1853, her sister, Mary Anne married Harvey Combe, a solicitor of Ryrie Street
Geelong. The announcement in the Argus describes her as the “second daughter of William Eales
of Barwin Crescent, recently of Torquay, ship-builder.” This may in fact refer to Barwon Crescent
which is the same estate in which John Noble lived at the time.
Martha married Philip Riley of Robe on 9th November 1875.
William (junior) married Elizabeth Wakeman in 1859 (not announced in the Press so it may have
been “shot-gun”) and they had an only child, Alfred Warner Eales in 1860, he eventually going on to
marry Ada Noble (qv below), his cousin. Unfortunately after his second wife’s death, William became
an itinerant and drinker, eventually (1893) dying alone in an abandoned Geelong house.
The other son, John, married Mary Ann Satchwell (née Hudson) a widow in 1876. His wife already
had 5 children by her previous marriage (husband John who committed suicide, had been a violent

86

Helen Macdonald has provided most of the information about the Eales and maintains further details in
her records and those of the Eales family.
Version 7, @ July 2018

Page: 77

The Farrell Family

Section Five

person apparently), was the proprietor of the Elephant Bridge Hotel at Darlington in Victoria and
latterly of the Village Belle Hotel, Barkly Street, St Kilda (Melbourne). John at the time of his wife’s
death was described as a “labourer”.
Sarah Ann outlived her husband and died, aged 90 on 30th July 1922 at 48 Lewisham Road,
(Windsor) Prahran, where she had apparently been living with her daughter Lillias, and was buried
in Eastern Cemetery, Geelong in the family vault. Her death certificate showed that her place of birth
was “Torquay, England” and that she had been in Australia for 80 years—both items patently
incorrect.
Her father, William, died on 28th December 1869 (74) at his residence in Bloomsbury Street, Chilwell
and her mother, Sarah, died on 12th January 1871 (65), at Geelong, all in Geelong Eastern Cemetery.

The children of John and Sarah Ann Noble were:

-1 L.

John Albert Gray Noble
Born:

16th October 1854 at Barwon Avenue/Crescent, Geelong

Died:

17th August 1923 (age 68), at 2112, 33rd Street, Omaha, Nebraska, USA (the
home of one of his daughters)

Occupation:

?

Status:

Married on 17th March 1879 to Hannah Wright (both of Fort Calhoun Precinct,
near Omaha, Nebraska, USA), d. 14th December 1879. One child, a daughter,
died soon after birth.
John Albert re-married twice, a) Amanda Wilcox, producing a son, and b) Anna
Hokansen, producing three daughters.

John Albert Gray Noble was born 16 October 1854 in Barwon Avenue/Crescent, Geelong and
baptised on 21 December at Christ Church there. When his father fled Victoria in 1865, he took John
Albert with him; it seems he was taken thenceforth to all the places on his fathers wanderings
including to USA. The family story (ie according to Freda Noble) about him is that on one of the
family's trips between USA and Europe, he had suffered from severe seasickness and been left at
a boarding school in New York in the 1860s. Later, John A G Noble was said to have been adopted
at his own wish by a wealthy American family—this may have been relatives, by name of Gray, of his
father John Noble—and stayed behind to live in Omaha, Nebraska. Some of the circumstances have
been outlined above in the discussion of John Noble.
From John Noble’s family bible we know that John Albert Gray married Hannah Wright on 17th March
1879, the couple both living at Fort Calhoun, which is a settlement north of Omaha. Hannah was just
16 years old and then she died on 14th December 1879, in or following child birth—their daughter is
shown as having died on 17th December 1879, but the cemetery records are not fully clear, both
buried at Allen (Pioneer Memorial) Cemetery.87 A tragedy.

87

See http://www.blairpubliclibrary.com/cemetery/Cemetery.asp?ID=26
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He then married Amanda Wilcox on 30th May 1883, who produced a son—John Albert Gray Jnr
(known as Bert), and then Anna (“Annie”) Hokansen on 11th July 1889, producing three daughters
Lillian May (1890), Eva (1894) and Jane (1910). There are a number of present-day descendants.88
John Albert died on 17th August 1923 at the home of his daughter Eva, this according to an entry in
John Noble’s family bible.
John A G Noble's descendants tried to contact the Nobles in Geelong some (many) decades ago.
Unfortunately their letter arrived at one of John’s children's addresses (or received by Alice—see
Horace Noble below) during an acrimonious divorce, and the disaffected wife threw it into the fire.

-1 M.

-1 N.

Clara Louise (Noble) Wadelton
Born:

23rd November 1855 at Castleton Dale, Barwon Crescent, Geelong (“on the
arrival of the New Constitution of Victoria” 89).

Died:

8th October 1916 (age 61)

Occupation:

?

Status:

Married on 31st August 1881 to Charles James Wadelton at St Paul’s Church,
Geelong (who was a jeweller).

Lillias Maude (Noble) Livingston90
Born:

16th July 1857, at Barwon Avenue, Geelong

Died:

24th October 1944 (age 87), at Mount Royal (Melbourne), buried in Noble
family vault, East Geelong

Occupation:

?

Status:

Married on 8th July 1879 to Frederic Livingston (born c. 1882) , died 7th
December 1891) of Windsor, Melbourne, at All Saints Church, Geelong. He
was a bookseller and they lived at Chapel Street, Windsor (Melbourne)
Children:
Reginald Stanley, b. 1880
Bertie Oswald, b. 1882
Ethel Maude, b. 1884
Elsie Beatrice, b. 1886
Edith May, b. 1888

88

John Albert Gray Noble was the creator of a widening “American” family with many present-day
descendants, now carefully identified and tabulated by Patrick Carracher.
89

As recorded (proudly) in John Noble’s family bible.

90

A full family-tree and history of Lillias and her husband Frederic Livingston has been assiduously compiled
by present-day descendent (from Ethel Maude), Patrick Carracher resident near Launceston in Tasmania, and he also has
in his possession the John and Sarah Anne Noble bible.
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-1. B

Evaline (Noble) Farrell

-1 O.

Frederick Warner Noble

(see Section Two at page 28)

Born:

6th June 1860 at no. 66 McKillop Street, Geelong

Died:

?

Occupation:

Factory manager

Status:

Married Catherine (“Katie”) Beattoun on 15th July 1891. Two children: Winifred
Mary (b. 1895), Wilfred Warner (b. < 9th July 1899, d. 9th July 1986).
Frederick Warner Noble became the manager of Bartram
and Son’s Freezing Works in Melbourne and also
secretary of the Victorian Creamery and Butter Company
Limited (prior to it folding in 1895). This caused him some
grief when in 1904 he appeared as a witness before a
Royal Commission enquiring into rebates given within the
butter trade. Accusations of malpractice were pressed
and Frederick endured hard questioning from the
Commission’s Counsel (and the Chairman). Another
witness, an employee who had been discharged, accused
him of theft from the Company, saying that he “sold
machinery and pocketed the money.” However, Frederick
seems to have weathered this: we have not seen the
Commission’s report but Press coverage does not name
him, and he was still “works manager” of Bartrams at
Victoria Docks in 1919.

The Advertiser (Adelaide), 11 th August 1904

-1 P.

Ada Sophia (Noble) Eales
Born:

19th October 1861 at Chilwell

Died:

23rd March 1947, at her home at 34 Caines Grove, Bentleigh, Victoria (age 85)

Occupation:

?

Status:

Married on 10th September 1890 to Alfred Warner Eales91 at St Paul’s Church,
Geelong. Two (unwed) daughters.

91

This was Ada’s cousin! The marriage notice refers to “Alfred Warner, only son of William Eales,
Devonshire, England”, who was the brother of Sarah (Eales) Noble.
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Eurydice Eva (Noble) Williams
Born:

28th February 1863, at Oaklands Estate, Geelong

Died:

11th June 1946 (as E E Williams) (age 84), at Austin Hospital, Melbourne

Occupation:

?

Status:

Married on 12th (?) July 1890 at Northcote, Victoria, Walter Sheldon Williams.
One known son, Walter John, who died on 29th December 1915 (parents’
address then being 8 Bell Street Fitzroy).

The death notice in the “Argus”for Walter John Williams showed
“... collateral descendant of Lord Horatio Nelson, and great nephew of the late General J. D.
Williams, Bombay Staff Corp, and Sheldon Williams, artist, Hampshire, England; grandson
of Mrs John Noble, Geelong.”
In addition to the ancestral connection with Lord Nelson, and with (Inglis) Sheldon Williams who was
a well-known artist around the time of WWI, we note that Walter John must have been in his early
twenties or younger at the time of his death and with this being during WWI, he may well have been
(another) war casualty, but so far, we have failed to trace any Australian Service Record.

-1 R.

Horace Boswell Noble
Born:

c. 1864 at Chilwell.

Died:

28th January 1945 at Bendigo.

Occupation:

Tea importer / mill overseer.

Status:

Married Alice Maud(e) Coulson, but separated. Eight children:
Leslie Harry (b. <18th November 1889, d. 19th April 1890)
Ellen Myrtle (b. 1891, d. 7th April 1914)
Cyril (b. 1893, d. 26th July 1962)
Frederick Montagne Marsell (b. c. 26th July 1896)
Horace John Reginald (b. 1898)
Sydney Clive (b. 1903, d. 9th July 1967)
Claude Geoffrey (b. 1907)
Harry Mansell (b. 1909, d. 1910)

The family received a letter from a member of the Noble family in USA (see above re John A G
Noble), trying to trace the Geelong family. It is unclear but it could be that Alice, who eventually
deserted Horace (or the other way around?), threw the letter into the fire.
Their son, Frederick Marsell, enlisted in the AIF (infantry) initially at age 19 in July 1915, and then
again in November 1916, his next-of-kin being shown as his mother, living at 64 Marshall Street,
Chilwell (Geelong). Both his mother and father signed a short letter on 13th July 1916 confirming
their agreement to “let our Son serve our King & Country”, but it could be that his parents had already
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separated. Frederick did not distinguish himself, going AWOL (late back from leave) on occasions
and eventually failing to re-embark on his ship at Fremantle. He was then discharged for misconduct
in April 1917—a short service career!
Little else is known of Horace except that in1911 he became the guardian of Harry Johnstone (see
below), he lived at Marshall Street, Geelong and his occupation was shown as “mill overseer”.

-1 S.

Lydia “Lettie” Alexandra (Noble) Johnstone
Born:

16th May 1866 at Geelong.

Died:

28th May 1906 at Newtown, Geelong.

Occupation:

?

Status:

Married on 25th January 1893 to John Henry Talbot Johnstone (born c. 1848)
who was an accountant living in Moorabool Street Geelong (died c. 1911, died
20th May 1906). One son, Henry (Harry) Talbot was born on 26th July 1894.

Identified as “Lydia” on her mother’s death certificate, she was variously known as “Letty”, “Lettie”,
“Vera” or “Dolly”, and was reputed to have been her father’s favourite child. Whilst still as young as
4 years old, she was to be found with her parents and siblings at Derby, England in April 1871. On
her marriage to John H T Johnstone, the couple stayed at Corio Terrace Geelong, but later she and
her husband lived in England for nine years. They had one child, Henry (“Harry”), born at Geelong
in 1894.
They returned from England to Geelong, and very soon afterwards Letty died at 'Kooyong', 30 Virginia
Street, Newtown on 26 or 28 May 1906 (aged 39), just prior to the death of her own father, who
himself is reported to have died of a “broken heart”.
Harry was then just 11 years old. His father John practised as an accountant in Moorabool Street
where they then lived. Then with his father also dying when Harry was still only 15, Letters of
Administration were granted on 4th May 1911 to Horace Boswell Noble of John Talbot’s estate, and
Horace, his uncle, became young Harry’s guardian.
Later, Harry, after serving in the Australian military forces (we have not found a Service Record so
presumably this was after WWI), went to England with a friend and joined the King's Own Dragoon
Guards (King Edward's Horse) as a trooper. He married and had two children (Arthur, wed and Ruth,
unwed). Subsequently, he became the managing director of H J Mulliner & Co at Chiswick, which
prestigious firm provided coachwork for Rolls Royce and other luxury cars, and he visited Australia
in 1952/3 on business for Mulliners. He died in England in September 1979. His son, Arthur
Johnstone, lives or lived at 221 Fourth Cross Road, Twickenham, Middlesex, and was also employed
by Mulliners.
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SECTION SIX - FAMILY LORE
There were a few concepts about the Farrells which have formed part of what may be called a halfbelief within the household of Eileen Thompson and her children. Such stories that Michael Farrell
had absconded with the funds of the Barber Surgeons and also earlier had supported an uprising at
Trinity College, have been examined and found wanting, and here are others.
Coat of Arms
Eileen possessed a double-foolscap-sized coloured painting of the
Farrell Coat of Arms (it is now with Richard Thompson). It was thought
this signified some heraldic distinction of a predecessor, a baronetcy
or the like. It is exhibited on the front cover to this narrative and shown
here, from which it will be seen the crest bears a hand rising from a
crown. After our having roamed through Irish sites on the internet, we
have found that this Coat of Arms is extremely common and used
generally by Farrells (who seem to be as ubiquitous in Ireland as are
the Jones in Wales and the Smiths in England). In most cases
however, the hand is omitted.
The hand in fact symbolises a connection with Ulster “the red hand of
Ulster” and refers to a mythical episode in Irish history.92
Any
connection a family or clan may have with Ulster seems to have been
an excuse to adopt the red hand for their own. It is in this case a right
hand which is what has been used to denote Ulster. It does not
indicate that a peerage or other distinction had been bestowed upon any within the Farrell family—it
would have been a left hand had that been the case. It may well indicate that this branch of the
Farrells is of Protestant persuasion, as indeed all of our traced antecedents seem to have been, not
just the Farrells.

92

An extract from “Wikipedia”states:
It is generally accepted that this Irish Gaelic symbol originated in pagan times and was
first associated with the mythical figure Labraid Lámh Dhearg or or Labraid Lámderg
(Labraid of the Red Hand).[1]
According to one myth, the kingdom of Ulster had at one time no rightful heir. Because
of this it was agreed that a boat race should take place (possibly in Strangford Lough)
and that "whosoever's hand is the first to touch the shore of Ulster, so shall he be
made the king".
One potential king so loved and desired Ulster that, upon seeing that he was losing the
race, he cut off his hand and threw it to the shore — thus winning the kingship. The
hand is most likely red to represent the fact that it would have been covered in blood.
According to some versions of the story, the king who cut off his hand belonged to the
Uí Néill clan, which apparently explains its association with them.
Another story concerns two giants engaged in battle, one of whom had his hand cut
off by the other, and a red imprint of the hand was left on the rocks. Except for the
association with Labraid of the Red Hand, each of these stories are likely to be
retrospective fabrications, particularly the one about the giants.
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Chancery
It has always been thought in Eileen’s family by hearsay, that a considerable sum of wealth had been
taken into charge by the English Chancery Court. Whether this was suffered in the Farrells, Nobles,
Inces, Eales or other branch is unknown—indeed we have no hard information of the matter at all.
For the present, we treat it much as a myth and will make no attempt to investigate the topic further.
Peter Lalor
Peter Lalor (pronounced “Lawlor”) is a well-known figure in Australian history—the leader of the
Eureka Stockade—and family lore has it that we are distant descendants. Nevertheless, it is now
evident this is not so. John Noble and he were surely known to one another being contemporaries
in and around the gold fields but Lalor has hardly been mentioned in any of John’s written
“Reminiscences” and they were perhaps no more than acquaintances sharing company occasionally.
There is another account93 that Peter Lalor and brother Richard: “arrived at Melbourne in October
1852 and Peter found work on the construction of the Melbourne-Geelong railway; he and Richard
also became partners with another Irishman as wine, spirits and provision merchants in Melbourne.”
John Noble, William Noble and George Noble were in the same business, and it may be one or the
other is the other Irishman mentioned—maybe not but possibly so.
We do know however that James Noble was the Returning Officer at the time of Lalor’s election to
the Victorian Legislative Council and of course they also would have been acquainted with one
another.

END

93

From http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/A050059b.htm
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